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Getting To The Truth
About Where The
Candidates Stand ‘Agenda 2010’ Says
$25 Million At Stake

BY GYPSY GALLARDO
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

With just six weeks left until
St. Petersburg elects six top City
officials, a group of AfricanAmerican experts, scholars and
activists are working together to
“raise the bar” for the 12 candidates courting voter support.
This year’s race is the first
open Mayoral contest since
2001. Besides that, five of the
eight City Council seats are on
the ballot.
The new gr oup ca lled
Agenda 2010 says “the stakes
are high,” and the time is now to
ask candidates for concrete
positions on bread-and-butter
issues – especially on policies
that disproportionately impact
African-Americans.
Over the next two weeks,
Agenda 2010 organizers plan to
present a ten-page Consensus
Agenda to the candidates,
asking for their positions and
commitments in ten areas of
City policy, including economic
d e v e lopment, ed uc ation,
cultural arts, affordable housing,
public safety and neighborhood
development.
According to a preliminary
analysis, the Agenda 2010
platform could result in $25
million being invested in
Southside organizations and
businesses over the next two
years, much of it from federal
stimulus dollars now beginning
to flow into the City.
A preview copy of the

A Man Of Faith, Family
And Friends Honored By
City And Community

SEPTEMBER 24 - SEPTEMBER 30, 2009

ST. PETERSBURG, FLORIDA

BY JEANIE BLUE
SPECIAL TO THE
CHALLENGER

Rev. Clarence Williams

Agenda – released early this
week in the form of a Candidate
Questionnaire – asks for “yes,”
“no,” or “maybe” answers to
some two dozen questions.
As one example,
“Downtown institutions like the
Mahaffey Theater, Sunken
Gardens, the Coliseum and the
Pier receive subsidies of $2.95
million per year, while Midtown
institutions like the Royal
Theater’s Arts Academy and the
Carter G. Woodson AfricanAmerican Museum receive zero
annual subsidy, and limited city
support be yo n d i n -k i n d
services, like lawn maintenance.
Are you in favor of creating a
fund to support Midtown institutions on par with City support
to downtown institutions?”
The Agenda 2010 document
also asks for a bigger piece of
the pie for community-based
organizations, neighborhood
associations and non-profits

A G EN D A

continued on pg. 6

ST. PETERSBURG - A life
that started with a little mischief
has turned into a 45-year history
of service dedicated to the
development of youth and
community. This legacy of
service performed by Thomas
James "Jet" Jackson received
recognition and honor at a
recent awards ceremony and
luncheon held Sept. 23, to
celebrate Jackson's 45-years
employment with the City of St.
Petersburg.
Although Jackson has been
employed with the City for 45
years, he has volunteered and
worked with a long list of social
service agencies including the
Board of Directors for AIDS
Service Association of Pinellas
(ASAP), Operations Park and
t h e S o u t h ern C h ri s t i an
Leadership Conference
(SCLC), member of National
Forum for Black Public
Administrators, Phi Beta Sigma
Fraternity, Big Brother-Big
Sister, CART (a concerned
citizen Group) and church,
serving as a Trustee, Deacon,
Sunday School Teacher and
volunteer for youth and
community sporting events.
“I feel great!” states Jackson
when asked about his accomplishments. “I think I was
placed here to make a difference
and that God has allowed me to
b e t h at d i fferen ce. I l o v e
pleasing God's people. I'm not

Thomas James “Jet” Jackson and his wife, Rhonda

trying to prove anything, I just
enjoy working with people,”
Jackson added.
This must have been
observed early on in Jackson's
young life when at 13-years-old
he was caught throwing bottles
in the city pool and slipping in

because of a lack of funds.
Jackson says that Ernest Fillyau
(former city councilman) and
Bea Monroe caught him doing
these little mischievous things
and approached him about
joining the swim team, which he
did and subsequently became a

lifeguard. Jackson refers to that
former life style of being a
“thug” with a lack of funds. He
took advantage of the opportunity to be gainfully employed

J ACK SO N

continued on pg. 3

At 97, Dr. Dorothy Height Still Pushing
Progress For Blacks And Women
BY PHAROH MARTIN
NNPA NATIONAL
CORRESPONDENT
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Dr. Dorothy Height

WASHINGTON (NNPA) Dr. Dorothy Height sits
demurely in an office chair that
seems more like a throne as it
swallows her 97-year-old frame.
Yet, her legacy is overwhelming.
The living icon of civil rights
history still comes to work every
day in her spacious office that
sits in the vista of the U.S.
Capitol on Washington's famed
Pennsylvania Avenue. It’s the
headquarters of the National
Council of Negro Women of
which she is chair and president
emerita.
And she has regular work
hours, running the day-to-day
operations and contacting the
major fundraisers of the four

million member organization
that advocates on issues of
African-American women. She's
been heading it since 1957.
In an interview with the
NNPA News Service, Height
talks about how she cares for
herself, issues of the day, and her
vision for the future.
“Well, while I haven't taken
the best care of myself, I haven't
abused myself either,” Height
chuckles in her purple dress and
matching church hat. “I think
part of it is that I've always had a
positive outlook and a sense of
purpose in life. I was asthmatic
as a child and, even at that time,
they didn't think that I could
grow up to be 16. And here I am
at 97. I think it is, I tried to keep

H EI G H T

continued on pg. 9
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A knowledge of history brings a feeling of fellowship that runs through the ages — be it a territory, a village, a district, or a nation.
To live without history is likened to living without a form of memory.
To be without history is to live without roots or a past, with the present having no real foundation, and very little meaning for the future.
To know the events of our past (can help us) to know what future events can be.
The Weekly Challenger is committed to featuring articles of all ethnic cultures for the reading enjoyment of both the young and old generations.

My grandmother used to
always say, “an idle mind is the
devil’s workshop”. She believed
in work, even makes work, and
would have you sorting rags by
color before she’d allow you
just to sit and chill on her watch.
Re l a xation was not in he r
playbook. From time to time,
she’d shout that my siblings and
I, are “no good young’uns” who
needed to be kept busy to be
kept out of trouble.
I keep thinking of my grandmother as I watch the vitriol
swirl around the health care
proposal. What might the people
who are appearing at tea parties
and town hall meetings do if
they weren’t raising hell? Some
o f t h em might a ctua lly be
preparing for work, or spending
their weekends taking time off
from a rough workweek.
Instead, unemployed, they are
tripping, raging, acting as if
they have too much time on
their hands.
I’m not giving these folks a
pass. Some of them are both
certifiably insane and unapolog e t i c a lly r acis t. I c an’t even
begin to list the ugly and awful
slurs that I’ve seen, the signs

that have things like bones in
noses, and the constant
reference to apes. Those are the
extremists. There are others
who are there because they are
dissatisfied with our economy.
They are the folks who aren’t
working.
The most recent unemployment rate data is sobering. The
official unemployment rate is
9.7 percent. When discouraged
workers, those working parttime instead of full-time, and a
whole slew of others are
counted, we’re looking at
something closer to 17 percent.
That means that one in six
Americans does not have a job.
In the Afri can -Am eri can
community the number may get
close to 30 percent when we
count all of the people who
might work if they thought they
could find employment. Even
those working feel a profound
s e n s e o f i n s e c u r i t y. W h e n
layoffs ravage a company, what
does that do to the morale of
those left behind?
Many of these folks care
about health care, and they care
about their economic survival
even more. They want to work,
and the jobs aren’t there because
companies aren’t hiring,
because people aren’t buying,
because banks aren’t lending,

because the economy is
stagnant. I read the same reports
that others do about the
recession bottoming out. The
unemployment rate is a lagging
indicator, which means the job
markets will be the last to
recover. Still, people aren’t
going to feel good until they are
working, health care notwithstanding.
I admire the Obama administration’s drive and focus to fix
the economy, and I agree with
them that fixing health care is
one way to fix the economy. We
spend one in seven of our GDP
dollars on health care, so it
makes sense that health care is
at the top of the Obama agenda.
At the same time, with so many
people lacking jobs, the public
m al ai s e i s co n n ect ed t o a
number of things, including joblessness.
President Obama may have
his hands tied by the deficit.
There is but so much he can do.
But I would suggest that considering job trailing programs and
being more aggressive about job
creation might quiet the fears of
people who have not worked in
awhile (one-third of the unemployed have not worked in half
a year or more!) and put some
money in their pockets.
I sat on a plane next to a

woman who told me she earned
six figures in 2007, but is now
having trouble paying her
mortgage. Clients who flocked
to her two years ago now say
they don’t need the marketing
and public relations services she
brings to the table. She was
tentative but eventually shared
that she worried more about
employment than health care. I
talked to another man who had
20 people helping in his landscaping business 18 months
ago. Most of his clients are now
mowing their own lawns or
letting the yard work go because
of money. I had been referred to
the brother because I was told
he might make a contribution to
Bennett College for Women
(yes, I have a one track mind).
He told me that he was tapping
into his 401-k to make ends
meet, and that he now has two
employees, not 20. Everybody
has a story, but the American
story is that people need work!
I would not presume to
suggest that President Obama
step back from his forceful
advocacy for health care reform.
However, if he also makes steps
to put our nation back to work,
he is likely to put some idle
minds back to work and
generate some support.

On Sept. 9, before a
joint session of Congress,
President Obama made his most
detailed and impassioned case to
date in support of legislation to
fix our broken health care system
and at long last make health
insurance affordable and accessible to every American.
In summary, the president’s
plan will provide more security
and stability to those who have
health insurance. It will provide
insurance to those who don’t.
And it will lower the cost of
health care for families, businesses and our government.
If you have health insurance,
the president’s plan will prevent
insurance companies from
denying you coverage due to a
pre-existing condition. It will
also put a cap on out of pocket

expenses so people don’t go
broke when they get sick. It will
ensure that all Americans have
access to free preventive services
like mammograms, flu shots and
diabetes tests to improve health
and save money. And it protects
Medicare and closes the so-called
prescription drug “donut hole”
which has resulted in an average
of $4,080 in out of pocket costs
for beneficiaries who reach a
coverage limit and who lack
another source of insurance.
If you are one of the tens of
millions of Americans who don’t
have health insurance, half of
whom are people of color, the
president’s plan creates a new
insura nc e m ark et p l ace – t h e
Exchange – that allows people
without health insurance and
small busi n es s es t o co m p are
plans and buy insurance at competitive prices. It provides new
tax credits to help individuals
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buy insurance and to help
s m al l b u s i n es s es co v er t h e i r
employees. It offers new lowcost coverage through a national
“high-risk” pool to protect people
with pre-existing conditions from
fi n an ci al ru i n u n t i l t h e n e w
Exchange is created. And it offers
a public health insurance option
to provide the uninsured that
can’t afford coverage with a real
choice.
The president also sought to
dispel a number of myths, lies
and distortions that have fueled
so much misinformation and
confusion about his plan. The
National Urban League shares his
outrage at the deliberate attempts
to defeat reform through the
spreading of outright falsehoods.
That is why on the morning
of the president’s speech, I joined
members of the Congressional
Black Caucus and NAACP
president, Ben Jealous in a

Capitol Hill press conference to
help set the record straight. We
made it clear, as the President did
later in the evening, that the plan
would not create so-called “death
panels” with the power to kill off
senior citizens; coverage will not
be extended to illegal immigrants; and no federal dollars will
be used to fund abortions.
Finally the public option,
which we strongly support, is not
a “government takeover” as some
have irresponsibly claimed. It
would be an essential option to
hold down costs. It simply
increases competition. That is the
very essence of capitalism.
America stands alone among
industrialized nations in not
affording its citizens comprehensive health insurance. We have
been fighting this battle for over a
century. Now is the time to get
the job done.
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Mayoral Forum In
Midtown Gives Candidates
A Chance To Address
African-American Concerns

A
Mayoral
Forum,
sponsored by the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson
African-American
Museum and the Royal Theater
Boys and Girls Club, will be held
at 6-8 p.m. Tuesday, Oct. 13, at
2240 9th Ave. S., St. Petersburg.
The forum will focus on issues
relevant to the African-American
community. Both mayoral candidates Bill Foster and Kathleen
Ford have confirmed their partic-

ipation. The event is free and
open to the public.
The moderator’s questions
will include those submitted in
advance by community residents
and neighborhood leaders.
Attendees will have an opportunity to write and submit
questions before the forum.
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African-American
Museum’s
Board of Directors, staff and

patrons are committed to that the
Museum will play a role in
helping voters more about the
candidates’ positions on the
important decisions that will face
the next mayor of St. Petersburg.
For more information or
directions to the museum visit
the museum’s website at
www.woodsonmuseum.org or
call (727) 323-1104.

JACKSON

Bobby Jenkins for encouraging
him to become a referee during
a time when very few people of
color occupied that position.
Jackson resigned from officiating in 2005.
“The thing I wanted most
was to move up in the officiating rate and referee on the
college or professional level,
but I recognized the need to stay
local for my family and to work
with youth in the community,”
Jackson states. “I feel the
greatest achievement for me is
that I have seen lots of children
grow up and they are now living
a good life. This is the greatest
accomplishment that any man
can realize.”
Jackson had considered
running for a City Council
position, but decided against it
when his wife of 37-years,
Rhonda, needed medical care.
He stepped in to provide all
support needed.
“She is number one,”
Jackson states. The Jacksons
have four children and six
grandchildren.
Jackson says this is the best
city to live in and he is

concerned about access to
affordable housing for citizens.
“I'd like to see better housing
for low-income people and I am
willing to work in that areana,”
Jackson states. “We have a lot of
boarded up buildings due to the
high rental rates. Wherever I am
needed to work I want to be a
part of the movement.”
Jackson shares some tips
with others who maybe interested in how he has attained this
level of success in his life. In
particular he advises youth to be
a good listener and stay away
from the negative. He adds that
you must come straight and
know what is right; don't show
favortism; stick to your principles and values and you will
succeed.
“My experience has been
working with a man that lives
by the golden rule everyday and
I l o v e h i m d earl y, ” s t at ed
Stevie Osterland, Recreation
Supervisor, special events.
Congratulations to Thomas
“Jet” Jackson for your dedication and service to family and
community development in our
city.

continued from front page

and recieved training and certification from the National
Aquatics and The American
National Red Cross. This
happened in 1964 during a time
when Americans of African
decent in this city was relugated
to only swim at Wildwood Pool
and South Mould Beach, AKA
“The Bay,” which later became
SPA Beach. Jackson not only
served as life guard, but he also
trained
other
lifeguards.
According to Jackson, this
began a legacy which includes
several promotions with the city
including Recreation Leader,
Recreation Supervisor 1 and 2,
and his current position of
Manager of Recreation
Programs.
“It is the people and the
team work surrounding me that
caused this level of success I
experience today,” Jackson
states.
Jackson is most proud of his
27-years service as a official
referee for high school football.
Jackson credits Joe Johnson and

Jet Jackson and others enjoy the Employee Recognition Ceremony

You Are Invited!
Personal Beauty Day Spa Experience

Come to a Pampering Party
to receive your

Stetson University College Of
Law’s Onyema Anene
Named 2009 Carlton Fields
Diversity Fellow

This
month,
Stetson
University College of Law
student Onyema M. Anene
was named a 2009 Carlton
Fields
Diversity
Fellow.
Anene will spend an average
of 200 hours this semester
working on a variety of legal
projects at Carlton Fields
under the guidance of
attorneys from all seven of the
law firm’s locations.
“I am so grateful and
honored to have been
selected,” Anene said. “I look
forward to the learning experiences, legal training, and great
opportunities that this fellowship has to offer.”

Onyema M. Anene

Anene will graduate from
Stetson in Dec. with a dual
J.D./M.B.A. degree. She plans
to practice as a civil litigation
attorney in her hometown of
Atlanta. At Stetson, Anene has
been student editor of the
Journal
of
International
Wildlife Law & Policy, a
member of the trial team, a
teaching fellow for the legal
writing department, a teaching
assistant in the Center for
Excellence in Trial Advocacy,
and a member of the Student
Leadership
Development
Committee. She was an Equal
Justice Works fellow in 200809 and a recipient of the Judge

You Can Be The Difference In
The Life Of A Family

What would you do if our
most precious asset, our
children, were at risk because
their parents are extremely
stressed and insecure in their
role as a parent?
What would you do if you
knew that a little kindness and
mentoring could lift a family
out of the potential for regretful
child rearing behaviors into a
parenting role that has bright
potential and hopefulness?
What do you think would
occur in the life of a child –
how high a potential would

they reach as an individual, if
they knew they were cared for,
that they felt safe, appreciated,
and that their parents make it a
point to let them know they
were worthy of every bit of
attention, caring and encouragement they received?
You can make a difference
in the outcome of a child
growing up in a home where a
parent is STRUGGLING to
provide for the varied needs of
their child.
When a Parent Aide is
matched with a family, the

CADILLAC

YEAR END
CLEARANCE
0% APR for 72 months

Saturday, September 26
10:00 a.m. - 1:00 p.m.
Call for Reservations

Limited Space

Relax, Enjoy and Be Pampered!
Enter a drawing for a Mary Kay Pampering Gift Basket -

a value of over $100!
Refreshments will be served.

parent immediately receives a
boost in feeling emotional
support. The help that has
arrived lifts them as they
rapidly gain confidence in
making their role as a parent
what it is meant to be.
Call Pat Measel at 727544-3900 ext. 169 for information. Join with other Parent
Aides in our program and be a
participant in making our
community one that offers a
helping hand to a family that is
reaching out for your hand of
friendship.

DIMMITT

C OMPLIMENTARY
SATIN S PA FACIAL

R.S.V.P. by calling Dianne Speights
Independent Sales Director
727-403-0144 or 727-866-6621

Susan F. Schaeffer Scholarship
for Leadership in 2009.
Carlton Fields created the
Diversity Fellowship Program
at Stetson Law in 2004 to help
improve access to the practice
of law in a large firm for
students interested in the fellowship who experienced
socioeconomic or cultural
barriers
to
their
legal
education.
Carlton
Fields
also
selected Stetson Law student
Vilma
Martinez,
who
graduated in May, as a fellow
earlier this year.

ALL NEW 2010 SRX NOW HERE

Call Mike Hughes
at

727-797-7070

on ALL remaining 2009
New Cadillac Inventory
with exception of CTSV and XLR

Dimmitt Cadillac
25191 U.S. Hwy. 19
Clearwater, FL 33763
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COMMUNITY NEWS
Man Up: Get tested Know Your Status

BY RONALD HENDERSON
AND LEISHA MCKINLEYBEACH, BUREAU OF
HIV/AIDS

What can you say about a
disease that is 100 percent preventable and yet, as of 2008, 1
in every 123 adult men in
Florida was living with it?
You can say the obvious: In the
fight against HIV/AIDS, the
time has come for men to
“man up” and take responsibility for the consequences of
their sexual actions and other
risk behaviors.
The Florida Department of
Health’s new report, “The
Crisis of HIV/AIDS Among
Florida’s Men,” revealed that
72 percent of new HIV infections are among adult men.
And, for the first time, new
cases in white men now equal
those in black men.
Overall, 1 in 209 white
me n , compar ed to 1 in 44

b l a c k m e n a n d 1 i n 11 7
Hispanic men, is living with
HIV/AIDS in Florida. The
highest rate in any racial/
ethnic group is in Miami-Dade
County, where 1 in 29 black
men is living with HIV/AIDS.
Following close behind is
Palm Beach County (1 in 31)
and St. Lucie County (1 in 32).
The statistics can change.
The year 2007 was the first
time since 1999 that Florida
observed a meaningful decline
in HIV/AIDS deaths. Death
rates among all racial/ethnic
groups have decreased since
2006. The report showed that
HIV/AIDS deaths decreased
11 percent among white men,
16 percent among black men
and 15 percent among
Hispanic men.
The single most important
preventive measure is for
people to know their HIV
status. This knowledge not
only helps individuals protect

themselves and their partners,
but also helps those who are
infected to seek care and
treatment.
There is a critical level of
infection within Florida and
communities need to promote
positive sexual behaviors
rather than focusing blame on
certain populations. Officials
encourage regular HIV testing
for all sexually active people,
the use of condoms, and
honesty when discussing with
partners one’s sexual history,
preferences and HIV status.
The Florida HIV/AIDS
hotline (1.800.FLA.AIDS)
provides valuable HIV/AIDSrelated information, community
referrals, and supportive counseling. In addition, Florida
residents can text their zip
code to “477493” to find the
nearest HIV testing site.
View he full report at
www.WeMakeTheChange.com.

Woman Spearheads
Cycling Event To Fight
Lou Gehrig’s Disease And
Honor Dying Mother
LARGO – Shelly Reale, a
young woman filled with
passion and inspired by her
mother’s courageous battle
against a deadly illness, is
spearheading an effort to make
a difference in the fight against
Lou Gehrig’s Disease. In the
fall of 2009, Shelly Reale’s
mother was diagnosed with
ALS (also known as Lou
Gehrig’s Disease), a devastating
illness with no known cause or
cure. That’s when Reale began
searching for something to give
significance to her mother’s
impending death.
Her search has led her to
organize a brand new event that
will benefit the fight against the
awful illness. She has the name,
the concept, and the passion to
pull it off. Her brainchild, Tour
de Vie, is a cycling event that
will take place on the Pinellas
Trail in Largo, Nov. 7,
beginning at 7 a.m. Cycling
enthusiasts from around the
state of Florida have already
registered for the event, and
many plan to travel to Pinellas
County just for the ride.

“I cannot alter the course
my mother’s life has taken, but I
can find worth in her final
adventure through Tour de Vie,”
Reale said.
Reale is investing countless
hours of her time to organize the
cycling event, all while serving
as one of her mother’s primary
caregivers.
“Creating this event is my
way of ensuring that the path
she has been forced upon is not
traveled in vain but serves as a
catalyst to help raise funds for
research and care in an attempt
to defeat this catastrophic
disease - and that every dollar
raised brings us one step
closer,” Reale said.
All proceeds raised through
Tour de Vie will benefit The
ALS Associat i o n F l o ri d a
Chapter’s patient care programs
and research to find a cure. The
ALS Associat i o n F l o ri d a
Chapter hopes to make this
first-ever event an annual
tradition.
The registration fee to participate is $35, and all riders
will be asked to reach a $150

fundraising minimum.
Interested cyclists should call
888-257-1717 or register online
at www.tourdevie.org.
About ALS:
Am y o t ro p h i c L at eral
Scl ero s i s (AL S ), o r L o u
Gehrig’s Disease, is a progressive neurodegenerative disease
that affects motor neurons in the
brain and spinal cord. When the
motor neurons die, a patient’s
muscles waste away. Within
two to five years, the patient is
robbed of the ability to walk,
speak, eat, and eventually
breathe. There is no cause and
no cure for ALS.
About The ALS
Association Florida Chapter:
T h e AL S As s o ci at i o n
Florida Chapter is dedicated to
finding a cure for ALS while
empowering the lives of those
living with the disease through
care,
advocacy,
research,
education and support. For
more information about the
ALS
Association
Florida
Chapter,
log
on
to
www.ALSAFL.org.

Let your event be one that’s creative, unforgettable
and that would make your mama proud! Making Mama
Proud a subsidiary of OMJ Planning and Consulting is
committed to making special moments come alive!
Allow Making Mama Proud to lend you that personal
finesse, expertise, and excellence in planning your
event. Spearheaded by President and CEO, Steve
Marshall, OMJ Planning and Consulting was established in honor of his late mother’s memory, Ola Mae
Jenkins, who served as his greatest inspiration.
Total Event Planning & Management
• Corporate or Religious Functions
• Civic, Government and Community Functions
• Parties, Festivals, Conferences, Seminars
Promotional and Production
• Artist Booking
• Artist Management and Contract Negotiation

Steve Marshall
President and CEO
Corporate Training and
Motivational Speaking
• Management and Leadership
• Diversity and Ethics
• Career Development
• Professional Development
• Dealing with Angry Parents

Phone: 727-244-8119 • Fax: 866-390-1262 • Email: manonrise66@yahoo.com
SBE/MBE Certified Hillsborough County School District • MBE Certified OSD State of Florida

PCHA And Progress Energy Partners In Efficiency Upgrades

The Pinellas County
Housing Authority (PCHA) has
partnered with Progress Energy
to improve energy efficiency at
Rainbow Village and Crystal
Lake Manor. Progress Energy
has invested over $43,000 in
PCHA properties in an effort to
make enhancements that will
improve tenant quality of life and
prolong the lifespan of heating
and air equipment which will, in
turn, lower tenant electric bills.
The Crystal Lake Manor
property qualified for Progress
Energy’s duct seal program.
Progress Energy invested over
$23,000 to seal the ducts in each
unit. This program aims to help
reduce a tenant’s electricity bills
by 35 percent as well as, reduce
repair costs for air conditioning
equipment.
Progress Energy also
invested $20,000 in insulation
upgrades at Rainbow Village.
Increasing the insulation barrier
will help to decrease electricity
costs to the tenants while
reducing repair and replacement
costs of air conditioning

From left to right - Chairman Thomas Minkoff,
Commissioner Cynthia Wilson, Commissioner Angela Rouson,
Jeff Stockton of Progress Energy, Commissioner Joseph Triolo,
Commissioner Charles Samaha

equipment.
Jeff Stockton of Progress
Energy presented two certificates
to PCHA Board members last
week at their monthly meeting.
When speaking to the Board, he
stated how impressed he was
with the agency’s determination
to improve the quality of
equipment which would ultimately result in a cost savings for
t h e a u t h o r i t y ’s r e s i d e n t s .
Stockton said he considers the

PCHA to be a role model and
o t h e r h o u s i n g a u t h o r i t y ’s
throughout Florida should follow
their lead.
Residents have welcomed
the improvements and are
looking forward to the reduction
in their energy bills. For more
information about these Progress
Energy efficiency programs,
please visit the PCHA Web site at
www.pin-cha.org or call 727443-7684.

Pinellas County School Board
Meeting Scheduled

The next meeting of the
Pinellas County School Board
will be Tuesday, Sept. 29, at 10
a.m. in the conference hall of
the administration building,
301 Fourth St. SW, Largo.
Citizens may speak about
any item on the agenda not
involving a hearing on
employee discipline by registering before the item is introduced. Presentations from the

audience regarding items not
on the agenda may be made at
the end of the meeting.
To view the board meeting
live online through the Pinellas
County Schools’ website, go to
www.pcsb.org/Board/members
.html. Click on the green icon
“School Board Meetings” in
the left navigation menu. On
the next page, click on the blue
“Live Meeting” button at the

top of the page.
Th e b o a r d m e e t i n g i s
rebroadcast on WPDS-TV14
Wednesday and Thursday at 6
p.m., Friday at midnight and
Saturday at 8 a.m. for two
weeks following the meeting
date. WPDS-TV14 is located
on Bright House Networks Ch.
614, Knology Ch. 2 and
Verizon Ch. 46.

‘Obama: A Perspective
In Photographs Exhibit’ At
Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African-American Museum

Visit the Dr. Carter G.
Woodson African-American
Museum during the citywide
Free Museum Day, Sept. 26,
from 10 a.m. until 5 p.m. The
Board of Directors is pleased to
invite the public to view the
outstanding, “Obama: A
Perspective in Photographs
Exhibit.” The intriguing exhibit
features photographs by the
Official White House photographer Peter Souza, as well as
s o m e o f t h e n a t i o n ’s
other elite photojournalists.

Approximately 50 prints from
the St. Petersburg Times, St.
Louis Post Dispatch, Associated
Press are on display, including
candid images from the 2008
campaign, the inauguration, and
subsequent presidential settings.
The exhibit is open through
Nov. 20, and culminates in an
auction where museum
members can bid on individual
prints.
The Dr. Carter G. Woodson
African-American Museum’s
new hours are: Tuesday through

Thursday, 11 a.m. to 4 p.m.,
Friday, 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. and
Saturday by appointment only.
Regular admission for the
exhibit is $10 for adults and $5
for children ages 6-17; free
admission for children under 6.
To v o l u n t e e r f o r F r e e
Museum Day or other events,
call the Museum at (727) 32311 0 4 o r v i s i t o n l i n e a t
www.woodsonmuseum.org.
The Museum is at 2240 9th Ave.
S., St. Petersburg.

COMPANION PLANS

Individual Life Insurance Policies Designed to Cover Final Expenses

LOSING A LOVED ONE CAN MEAN
MORE THAN JUST EMOTIONAL BURDENS
At the time of your death, how will your loved ones
pay for your final expenses and financial obligations?
COMPANION PLANS GUARANTEE:
• Your premium will never increase regardless of
your age or health.
• Your face amount will never decrease regardless
of your age or health.
• Your policy cannot be cancelled because of your age
or health as long as premiums are paid currently.
• Your policy will build cash values should you need
a loan for any reason.
• Life insurance death benefits are paid tax-free to
the beneficiary.

Speak with
JAMES REED
at Senior Life
Services Today!

CALL
813-405-5520

We Welcome

YOUR
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COMMUNITY NEWS
The Parenting
Privilege
BY GREGORY JOHNSON,
PRESIDENT AND CEO
PINELLAS COUNTY URBAN LEAGUE

CALENDAR
OF EVENTS
Courtesy of

The Tears Of A Fathers Love

Many fathers live in quiet agony. The emotional pain they
carry with them is stronger than a punch, stronger than a bullet
and sometimes we are convinced, it is stronger than the electric
chair.
What do we do about it? Nothing. We bear it or mask it
through silence, through drinking, through drugs or through
prolonged loneliness.
We cry every day. Sometimes we cry ALL day, without
ever shedding a tear. We cry every night, in hopes that
tomorrow will bring some relief. There are times when we
have no fear of death because we know that the pain we carry
will be gone.
When we see our children and think of the many things we
would like to do for them and with them, our frustration grows
at laser speed. When we see our mate (wife or significant
other) struggling with numerous issues in life and we just don’t
know where to jump in and give her relief, our frustration and
feelings of inadequacy become our clothing.
See, if others could look on the inside of a man that is a
father they would see a soft and moist element that is a large
TEAR. For many of us, the weeping never stops. Yes, there are
times when the tears are tears of joy and happiness. But we
have difficulty experiencing the good times as well as the
tough times.
Are there answers or solutions to this fatherly challenge?
We don’t know because we have difficulty sharing the
emotional parts of our being. All too often we do not allow
ourselves the time or opportunity to even think of the challenges because we don’t want to fail. We don’t want to fail our
children nor the mother of our children so we just internalize
our thoughts and frustrations in hopes that tomorrow will be a
better day.
We LOVE hard. We love with more than our heart and
soul, but we don’t know the limitations on how far we can go
to express this love.
We live a life of gauging the expectations of others. There
are few times in a father’s life when he is free of what he thinks
others expect of him. There are few times when a father’s
thoughts are purely about him and his wants.
The pain is deep and constant for most fathers. Don’t ask
us about it because we can’t explain it. Why? Because when it
comes to our emotions we begin to think in a language that is
foreign to even us.
Through all of this, we are somehow happy. We are happy
to be in a family that is due, in part, to us helping to create it.
We are happy to be looked upon to get things accomplished.

We are happy that there are people (adults and children)
that genuinely love us.
We are happy with and for reasons so numerous that we
would exhaust this newspaper a hundred times over, if we
were to list them.
Yet, we see most of our world through the lens of a tear.
We are happy, tentative, afraid and living with emotional
pain.
The tear that you occasionally see streaming down the face
of a man has traveled a long way. The same tear is full of
insight, experience and wisdom. Let’s recognize that
FATHERS are fragile creatures seeking to make the world
right for everyone.
Understanding fathers is a major challenge for society.
Wanting to understand fathers is the very BEST compliment
we could ever seek from our world.
While I had experienced much of this most of my adult life
it came ringing home to me the day I walked into my son’s
bedroom and realized this handsome 19 year old was dead.
Yes, my son was lying on the floor dead and my world had
been flipped completely upside down.
The tear in my heart became a full flood of tears and
emotions at the reality of my son being dead and I hadn’t had
the benefit of saying good-bye to him. All that I wanted for
him and wanted to do with him as he was growing into a man
was gone. My ambitions and our ambitions together were gone
as I stood in bewilderment of my namesake no longer being by
my side.
Yes, I cried and continue to cry to this very day over the
loss of my son. My body, my thoughts and my ambitions are
full of memories of how life should have been but will never
be. His memory is the driving force in my personal and professional life. I am emotionally distraught like most men that
present an outer shell of confidence and having it together. I
am holding back the tears when I hear youthful conversations
or see young people accomplish something amazing. I am
living this article from the inside out – I know true love for
family and children because they are gifts to us and they bring
joy and happiness in many shapes and forms.
Please know that fathers love their children and their
families much more than we exhibit. We are a bit dumbfounded because we don’t know when to jump in or to step back in
many situations. When we do make a move we are not sure so
we need some assurance that we have done the right thing at
the right time. If not, we will wait for the invitation or miss out
on it all together as I did.
Happy Parent’s Day!!! Yes, this is every day.

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
ATTORNEY RODERICK O. FORD
• Chapter 7 Bankruptcy $500.00 Plus costs
• Workers’ Compensation (All Job Injuries)
• Employment (Job) Discrimination
• Social Security Disability
• Auto Accidents
St. Petersburg Office (727) 209-0814 • Tampa Office (813) 223-1200
Visit Us On-Line: www.fordlawfirm.org
NAACP Member Former U.S. Army Attorney

Saturday, Sept. 26 - Fall Clean Up at Williams Park,
8:30 a.m. It's time for our fall clean up of Williams Park.
Downtown Neighborhood Association invites you to
help as part of the city-wide CareFest 2009 event. We
will be joined by Souls Harvest Fellowship Church.
Meet at Williams Park by the fountain to rake and clean
out flowerbeds, mulch around trees and plant flowers.
All supplies and equipment will be furnished.
www.stpetedna.org or 727-898-8851.

Saturday, Sept. 26 - Canoe Lake Maggiore, Boyd Hill
Nature Preserve, 1101 Country Club Way S. 9 to 11:30
a.m. Join trained canoe guides as we paddle from lake
amggiore Park to Dell Holmes Park and back again,
i n v e s t i g a t i n g t h e s h o e l i n e a l o n g t h e w a y.
www.stpete.org/boyd or 727-893-7326.
Saturday, Sept. 26 - Free Museum Day, Daylong citywide celebration of St. Petersburg's cultural community.
Residents of Pinellas and Hillsborough get to enjoy the
museums for free today! Throughout St. Petersburg
select museums give the public the opportunity to view
their collections by offering free admission to residents.
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. (some venues will close at 4 p.m.)
American Sign Language Interpreters at many venues.
Visit the Dr. Carter G. Woodson Museum, The Florida
Holocaust Museum, The Florida International Museum,
Great Explorations Children's Museum, Museum of
Fine Arts, Salvador Dali Museum and the St.
Petersburg Museum of History. Florida Craftsmen
Gallery will offer a special discount too. Free Looper
Trolley service (all day) and bus transportation provided
for Great Ex from BayWalk (9:30 a.m. to 3:30 p.m.) 727893-7465. For a complete listing of artsalive exhibitions, go to www.stpete.org/artsalive
Saturday, Sept. 26 - 2nd Annual Tangerine Bluesfest,
Tangerine Greenway at 49th St. S. 4 to 9:30 p.m. Come
out and enjoy an evening of family fun while listening to
local blues artists perform their melodies featuring the
Tom Kats, Sterling Magee and the Harlem Blues band.
A variety of local food vendors will offer a variety of food
and drink fare. www.so49.org

Saturday, Oct. 3 - TASCO Teen Programs hosts the
7th annual Teen BBQ Cook-off and Community Yard
Sale. The benefit is held at Crescent Lake Park, 5th St.
N. and 22nd Ave. N., Saturday, Oct. 3 from 8 a.m. to 2
p.m. Over 60 vendors participating in the biggest yard
sale in St. Petersburg. Family fun activities begin at 10
a.m. with live music, carnival games, a teen BBQ cookoff, arts and crafts, inflatable games, and more. See
who will win the best chicken and best ribs competition
in a friendly competition among the 12 area teen
centers. Admission is free, food tickets for chicken, ribs,
burgers and drinks sold separately. All proceeds benefit
city-wide teen programs. Sponsored by City of St.
Petersburg Recreation and TASCO Teen Programs.
For more information call 893-7813.

CLASSIFIED
Raymond Tampa
REALTOR®
Tropical Realty
2331 4th Street N., St. Petersburg, FL 33704
Ofc 727 822-8686 Fax 727 895-3221
Cell 727 520-4787 rtampa001@tampabay.rr.com
RTampa.prudentialtropical.com
An independently owned and operated member of Prudential Real Estate Affiliates, Inc.

PLACE YOUR AD IN THE

BUSINESS DIRECTORY!
NOW IS THE TIME TO ACT!

Call (727) 896-2922

The following job is currently available:

• Research Support Specialist #0000238
For information regarding the required qualifications, please
go to http://www.employment.usf.edu
or visit the USF SP Human Resources, 140 Seventh Avenue S.,
BAY 206, St. Petersburg, FL 33701.
USF is an Equal Opportunity/Equal Access/Affirmative Action Institution.

Pu r su e , O v e rt ake a nd R e cov e r Serv i c es I n c.
“Let us help you Pursue Your Dreams”

Serv ic es :
• Credit Auditing
• Restoration of Civil Rights
and Investigating
• Full Pardons
(CREDIT REPAIR)
• Medical Exemptions for
• 2wk High School Diploma
Convicted Felons

2730 Central Ave. , Suit e A
S t. Pet ers b urg, FL 3371 2

w w w.porservic e s. c om

727-498-8935
941-567-6232
Rachel Speight
r ecover_ all@ yahoo.com CEO/President

H E L P WA N T E D - I N D E P E N D E N T A D V E R T I S I N G
REPRESENTATIVES - The Weekly Challenger Newspaper is currently seeking success motivated self-starters with the desire to
grow in the fast paced field of marketing. Candidates requires
excellent organizational skills, must be a team player with a can-do
attitude. Sales representatives are also responsible for developing
sales tools, promotional plans, and media kits, which they use to
help make the sale. Successful sales experience and the ability to
communicate effectively. Courses in marketing, leadership, communication, business, and advertising are helpful. To apply forward
resume by email to generalmanager@theweeklychallenger.com.
For additional information call 727-896-2922. Performance-based
commissions and bonuses. Equal Opportunity Employer.
MYSTERY SHOPPERS EARN UP TO $150 PER DAY.
Undercover shoppers needed to judge retail and dining establishments. No experience required. 877-593-0978

CLASSIFIED ADVERTISEMENT RATE
$8.00 for 1-20 words and 50¢ for each additional word over 20.
This price is each time you publish your ad.
Must pay in full prior to run date. Deadline: Monday at 4:00 p.m.
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NAACP Freedom Fund
Banquet Huge Success!

Hundreds filled the historic Coliseum this
past Saturday night and a sense of appreciation,
expectation, and exhilaration was imminent as
civic leaders, community organizations,
companies and St. Petersburg citizens gathered
for a memorable and electrifying evening.
The evening commenced with a wonderful
president’s VIP reception that honored Lonnie
Donaldson (posthumously) for Political Action,
Rosalie “Swain” Peck (posthumously) for
Social Action, Dr. Charles Christ for philosophy
and Historical Practice: Equal Access to Health
Care, Yvonne G. Reed Clayton for Education,
Faith W. Williams instructor at St. Petersburg
NAACP South Central Literacy and Technology
Center, Detectives Anthony Foster and Sergeant
Robert Turner for Law Enforcement.
Entertainment was provided by the sultry voice
of up and coming new artist September Penn
accompanied with a praise dancer Vershayla
Munnerlyn 2009 ACT-SO youth.
The tone w as set as atte ndee s of the
reception enjoyed great camaraderie and appreciation of the accolades by all the recipients and
flowed from upstairs of the coliseum to a stunningly decorated area beneath the lights that
flickered and glimmered on fine china, crystal
and beautiful fresh yellow roses that accented
each of the tables where all sat and waited with
great anticipation of what the night would yield.
President Ray Tampa welcomed all and introduced the elegant Deiah Riley of ABC Channel
28 news who kept the night flowing as all
attendees attentively waited and were intertwined into the history being made that night.
The keynote speaker, Eugene Patterson, gave a
very moving speech as he spoke about his
history with the NAACP and its significance.

One of the highlights of the night was the
honoring of the past 19 presidents and their contributions that undergird the foundation of the
St. Petersburg branch. Those presidents were
Rev. Grant Mcray, Noah W. Griffin, Rev. John
Wesley Carter, Floyd A. Dunn, Rev. Oscar M.
Mcadams, Rev. James L. Fennel, Dr. Ralph
Winbish, Leon Cox, Louis O. Harper, Isaiah
‘Ike” Williams, Roy Williams, Morris Milton,
Garnelle Jenkins, Darryl Rousson and Trenia
Byrd-Cox.
The awesome yet arduous task of garnering
these former presidents’ history was meticulously collected by branch members Patty Van
Alstine and Terry Cox. Those who attended
were able to learn, accept and appreciate the
tenure of all presidents with this pertinent
history very eloquently delivered by these two
historians. Long time St. Petersburg resident
Yvonne Matt was also very essential to this
meticulous process.
Family members of the past presidents were
present and accepted much deserved awards on
behalf of their loved ones. They came from all
across the country. Some of them came from as
far as San Francisco to be a part of this historic
and memorable evening.
The Wine Cellar catered a very succulent
meal while entertainment was provided by the
vivacious Pastor Kim Brinson of Bradenton. All
left feeling a sense of appreciation for the work
and contributions of the past presidents, an
expectation that they would do more for the
cause and support of the NAACP and exhilarated to have been a part of such a meaningful and
important evening. Thank you for reading, and I
hope you have enjoyed your time OUT &
ABOUT W/Steve.

Creal Funeral
Home

1940 7th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida
(727) 896-2602

Serving the community since 1950
State Approved Pre-Funeral
Arrangement Plan

PLEASE
SUPPORT
OUR
ADVERTISERS

AG EN D A

continued from front page

working in Midtown and Childs
Park. That includes asking for an
overhaul to the City’s use of $9.5
million in federal Neighborhood
Stabilization Funding to invest a
larger share in Midtown organizations and minority contractors.
Organizers of the Agenda
2010 project are quick to point
out that although many of the
people taking part are officers of
majority-black organizations,
they are participating as
concerned citizens, and not as
representatives of any group.
Gregory Johnson, who is
CEO of the Pinellas County
Urban League, emphasizes
“Agenda 2010 will not endorse
candidates. Our interest is in
equipping the candidates to
develop their vision and
positions on critical issues.”
Others stress the need to
give voters high-quality information on the candidates’ track
record and platform. Askia
Aquil, who is lending his 25years experience to advise the
group on affordable housing
issues, says “Most of us don’t
have the time to sift through
hundreds of pages of documents
to l e a r n t h e c a n d i d a t e s ’
positions, and sound bytes are
not enough to help us make
informed choices.”
To bridge the information
gap, Agenda 2010 will host
candidate interviews with a live
audience present and web-TV
video streaming. It will also
publish 20,000 copies of a Voter
Information Guide to give voters
details about the candidates’
positions on important issues.
Sample issues and differences surfacing between the candidates for Mayor
Kathleen Ford answered an
emphatic yes when asked
whether she would support more
aggressive goal-setting for raceconscious City spending with
minority firms, a move that
could mean millions invested
each year in businesses owned
by African-Americans,
Hispanics and Asians. Bill
Foster gave a qualified yes, and
says he needs to understand the
limitations of City ordinances
that changed following Supreme

Court decisions that banned
quotas. He says “Yes, we must
comply with federal law, but we
should take every opportunity to
promote local and minorityowned firms.”
Both candidates seem to
stumble on issues of public
safety. Foster’s plan to install
surveillance cameras in
Southside “hot spots” is causing
heartburn for some who say it
sounds like Foster wants Big
Brother watching the black
community.
Ford, for her part, comes
across as lacking the facts on
crime. At a forum hosted this
summer at the Studio@620,
Ford was stumped when one
community leader challenged
her assertion that people are
afraid to come into Midtown.
Ford, who has a reputation for
doing her homework, was apparently rendered speechless when
asked for data substantiating that
arts venues in Midtown generate
more calls for police help than
places like the Dali Museum.
And although Tropicana
Stadium has tipped the scales as
one of the most contentious
issues in the race, neither of the
candidates has raised the City’s
failure to uphold its promise to
the community when the lead-up
to stadium construction caused
the demolition/dislocation of
dozens of homes and at least five
historic black churches.
Hot button issues in the City
Council races
Until recently, the City
Council races were overshadowed by the Mayoral match-up.
But Southside voters are
beginning to pay attention. Four
out of the five Districts being
elected this November have
incumbents still in office
squaring-off against newcomers.
District 5, which is the only
open seat on the ballot this time,
has generated the most heat.
There, Angela Rouson is polling
ahead among African Americans
by a healthy margin against
Steve Kornell, but Kornell definitely has a base of support
among black voters.
Although the incumbents in
Districts 2, 4, 6, and 8 have the
advantage of name recognition,
some say that track record could
work against them in this year’s
vote.

It’s still a bone of contention
for some that Jeff Danner (Dist
8) and Jim Kennedy (Dist 2)
voted to appoint Karl Nurse,
who is white, to the District 6
seat when Earnest Williams
vacated the seat to run for State
House. For over 30 years, the
seat had been held by an AfricanAmerican.
Voters are also unhappy that
the Council declined – for a third
year in a row – to restore funding
to the Summer Youth Intern
Project that, until 2007, provided
15 0 j o b s t o a t - r i s k y o u t h .
Councilman Nurse was the only
vo i c e p u s h i n g t o s u p p o r t
Councilman Wengay Newton’s
call to allocate funds in the 2010
budget.
For more detail on Agenda
2010, contact Gwen Reese at
727-896-2677 or Rev. Clarence
Williams at 727-894-1393. To
request a copy of the Agenda
2010 Candidate
For a questionnaire, call
727-866-0873 or e-mail:
reachout@powerbrokermagazine.com.
GET INVOLVED:
#1 - Help develop an
Agenda to present to candidates
for Mayor and City Council on
policies that are vital to the black
community Meeting Dates:
Wed., Sept 23 (12 p.m. at the
Sanderlin Center) and Sept. 30
(time TBA)
#2 - Feedback when the
Agenda is released to the public for
comment Publication Dates:
Thurs., Oct. 1 via the Weekly
Challenger and the Power Broker
magazine or download at
www.powerbrokermagazine.com
#3 - Attend and ask questions
when Agenda 2010 interviews the
candidates with a live audience and
web-TV
video
streaming
Interview Dates: TBA - All
Agenda 2010 event dates will be
posted to on-line at www.powerbrokermagazine.com
#4 – Help circulate 20,000
copies of a Voter Information
Guide to let voters know where
the Candidates stand on the
issues Publication Date: Week of
Oct. 12.
#5 – Promote voter participation all the way to election day
VOTING DATES: Vote at the
polls – Nov 3 Vote by mail –
anytime.

Burial Service • Funeral Service
Cremation Service • Shipping Service
Robert Creal, Sr., LFD

“It’s all taken care of”

These were the words that
brought calm to me when my
family member passed away.
She had already taken care
of her funeral and burial
expenses three years ago.
We just placed one call to
McRae Funeral Home and
found out that not only was
the funeral paid for – it was
at prices that were in effect
at the time she made the
arrangements. What a
savings – What a peace of
mind.

So that your funeral is fully funded and won’t be a financial burden
on your family, contact McRae Funeral Home today and discuss
how you can guarantee the future price at today’s cost.

McRae Funeral Home
1940 Martin Luther King Jr. Street South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33705
(727) 895-6005

THE LEGENDARY 1590 AM WRXB 50 10 20
PICK OF THE WEEK!

ALL GOSPEL, ALL THE TIME

Lock your dials to 1590 AM for Anointed Music 24/7…
For your listening pleasure, you can expect to hear a
wide selection of good Gospel music from quartets to
choirs, contemporary and inspirational.

LISTEN UP DAILY TO WRXB 1590 ANOINTED MUSIC

YOU DON’T
HAVE TO
BE A HERO
TO BE A

HERO

For Marketing and Promotions

Contact Donza Drummond

at (727) 865-1591
Email: ddwrxb@yahoo.com

Request Line (727) 864-1600
Office (727) 865-WRXB (1591)

3551 42nd Avenue South, Suite B-106
St. petersburg, FL 33713

305
194
762

CA$H 3
DOG DAYS
1-8 2-5
7-2 4-1
6-7 3-6

BLACK HISTORY

“Celebrating Our History Is An Everyday Thing”
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Otis Redding

Otis Ray Redding, Jr.
(September 9, 1941 – December
10, 1967) was an American soul
singer. Often called the “King of
Soul,” he is renowned for an
ability to convey strong emotion
through his voice. According to
the website of the Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame (where he was
inducted in 1989), Redding's
name is “synonymous with the
term soul, music that arose out of
the black experience in America
through the transmutation of
gospel and rhythm and blues into
a form of funky, secular testifying.” In addition, rock critic Jon
Landau said in 1967 that “Otis
Redding is rock & roll.” Redding
died in a plane crash at the age of
26, one month before his biggest
hit, “(Sittin' On) The Dock of the
Bay.” was released.
The sleeve notes accompanying the 1966 Atlantic album
“Otis Blue - Otis Redding Sings
Soul.” written by Bob Rolontz,
describe Redding's early career
thus: 'Like all success stories, it
was a long path for Otis Redding
before he first hit on records. His
musical inspiration was Little
Richard, another soul singer of
note. He entered and won a

number of local amateur contests
in his home town of Macon,
Georgia (also the home town of
Little Richard). Redding became
the vocalist with Johnny Jenkins
and the Pinetoppers, a group that
had started to establish itself in
Southern colleges and universities. An early record that Otis
Redding made with the group,
"Love Twist,” (which was
released on Atlantic), created
some regional action. Along time
after that while Redding was still
a member of the group, he
recorded his own song “These
Arms Of Mine” at the end of a
Pinetoppers session. It became a
solid hit, and Redding was on his
way'.
In 1960, Redding began
touring the South with Johnny
Jenkins and The Pinetoppers. In
addition to singing, Redding also
served as Jenkins' driver since the
bandleader did not possess a
driver's license. That same year
he made his first recordings, “Fat
Gal” and “Shout Bamalama”
with this group under the name
“Otis Redding and The
Pinetoppers” Issued on the Orbit
and Confederate record labels
before being picked up by King.
In 1962, Redding made his
first real mark in the music
business during a Johnny Jenkins
session when, during studio time
left over, he recorded “These
Arms of Mine,” a ballad that he
had written. The song became a
minor hit on Volt Records, a subsidiary of the renowned Southern
soul label Stax, based in
Memphis. His manager was a
fellow Maconite, Phil Walden
(who later founded Capricorn

Records). Redding was also
managed for a brief period by
Walden's younger brother Alan
Walden while Phil was overseas
due to a military draft. Otis
Redding continued to release for
Stax/Volt, and built his fan base
by extensively touring a live
show with support from fellow
Stax artists Sam & Dave. Further
hits between 1964 and 1966
included "Mr. Pitiful", "I Can't
Turn You Loose" (which was to
become The Blues Brothers
entrance theme music), "Try a
Little Tenderness" (a remake of
the 1930s standard by Harry
Woods, Jimmy Campbell, and
Reg Connelly, later featured in
John Hughes' film Pretty in
Pink), "(I Can't Get No)
Satisfaction" (written by Mick
Jagger and Keith Richards of the
Rolling Stones), and "Respect"
(later a smash hit for Aretha
Franklin).
Redding wrote many of his
own songs, which was unusual
for the time, often with Steve
Cropper (of the Stax house band
Booker T. & the M.G.'s, who
usually served as Otis's backing
band in the studio). Soul singer
Jerry Butler co-wrote another hit,
"I've Been Loving You Too
Long". One of Redding's few
songs with a significant mainstream following was "Tramp,"
(1967) a duet with Carla Thomas.
In 1967, Redding performed
at the large and influential
Monterey Pop Festival. His
extraordinary musical gifts were
then exposed to a wider audience
and may have contributed to his
subsequent success as a popular
music recording artist.

Jimi Hendrix

James Marshall "Jimi" Hendrix
(born Johnny Allen Hendrix;
November 27, 1942 – September 18,
1970) was an American guitarist,
singer and songwriter. He is widely
considered to be the greatest guitarist
in the history of rock music by other
musicians and commentators in the
industry, and one of the most
important and influential musicians of
his era across a range of genres. After
initial success in Europe, he achieved
fame in the United States following
his 1967 performance at the
Monterey Pop Festival. Later,
Hendrix headlined the iconic 1969
Woodstock Festival and the 1970 Isle
of Wight Festival. Hendrix often
favored raw overdriven amplifiers
with high gain and treble and helped
develop the previously undesirable
technique of guitar amplifier
feedback. Hendrix was one of the
musicians who popularized the wahwah pedal in mainstream rock which
he often used to deliver an exaggerated pitch in his solos, particularly with
high bends and use of legato based
around the pentatonic scale. He was
influenced by blues artists such as
B.B. King, Muddy Waters, Howlin'
Wolf, Albert King, and Elmore
James, rhythm and blues and soul
guitarists Curtis Mayfield, Steve
Cropper, as well as by some modern
jazz. In 1966, Hendrix, who played
and recorded with Little Richard's
band from 1964 to 1965, was quoted
as saying, “I want to do with my
guitar what Little Richard does with
his voice.”
Carlos Santana has suggested

that Hendrix's music may have been
influenced by his partly Native
American heritage. As a record
producer, Hendrix also broke new
ground in using the recording studio
as an extension of his musical ideas.
He was one of the first to experiment
with stereophonic and phasing effects
for rock recording.
Hendrix won many of the most
prestigious rock music awards in his
lifetime, and has been posthumously
awarded many more, including being
inducted into the US Rock and Roll
Hall of Fame in 1992 and the UK
Music Hall of Fame in 2005. An
English Heritage blue plaque was
erected in his name on his former
residence at Brook Street, London, in
September 1997. A star on the
Hollywood Walk of Fame (at 6627
Hollywood Blvd.) was dedicated in
1994. In 2006, his debut US album,
Are You Experienced, was inducted
into the United States National
Recording Registry, and Rolling
Stone named Hendrix the top guitarist
on its list of the 100 Greatest
Guitarists of All Time in 2003. He
was also the first person inducted into
the Native American Music Hall of
Fame.
Hendrix synthesized many styles
in creating his musical voice and his
guitar style was unique, later to be
abundantly imitated by others.
Despite his hectic touring schedule
and notorious perfectionism, he was a
prolific recording artist and left
behind more than 300 unreleased
recordings.
Musically, Hendrix did much to
further the development of the electric
guitar's repertoire, establishing it as a
unique sonic source, rather than
merely an amplified version of the
acoustic guitar. Likewise, his
feedback, wah-wah and fuzz-laden
soloing moved guitar distortion well
beyond mere novelty, incorporating
other effects pedals and units specifically designed for him by his sound

technician Roger Mayer (such as the
Octavia and Univibe) with dramatic
results.
Hendrix affected popular music
with similar profundity; along with
earlier bands such as The Who and
Cream, he established a sonically
heavy yet technically proficient bent
to rock music as a whole, significantly furthering the development of hard
rock and paving the way for heavy
metal. He took blues to another level.
His music has also had a great
influence on funk and the development of funk rock especially through
the guitarists Ernie Isley of The Isley
Brothers and Eddie Hazel of
Funkadelic, Prince and Jesse Johnson
of The Time. His influence even
extends to many hip hop artists,
including Questlove, Chuck D of
Public Enemy, Ice-T (who covered
“Hey Joe” with his heavy metal band
Body Count), El-P and Wyclef Jean.
Miles Davis was also deeply
impressed by Hendrix and compared
his improvisational skills with those
of saxophonist John Coltrane, and
Davis would later want guitarists in
his bands to emulate Hendrix.
Hendrix was ranked number three on
VH1's 100 Greatest Artists of Hard
Rock behind Black Sabbath and Led
Zeppelin. Hendrix was ranked
number three on VH1's list of the 100
Greatest Artists of Rock N' Roll,
behind the Rolling Stones and the
Beatles. He has been voted by Rolling
Stone, Guitar World, and a number of
other magazines and polls as the best
electric guitarist of all time.
Guitar World's readers voted six
of Hendrix's solos among the top
“100 Greatest” of all time: “Purple
Haze” (70), “The Star-Spangled
Banner” (52), “Machine Gun” (32),
“Little Wing” (18), “Voodoo Child
(Slight Return)” (11) and “All Along
the Watchtower” (5).
In 1992, Hendrix was awarded
the Grammy Lifetime Achievement
Award.

The Palladium Theater:
It’s Community Focused!

It’s not often that I have the
opportunity to sit down and
interview one of the busiest executives in town. On Thursday of
last week, I experienced that
opportunity by meeting with Paul
Wilborn, Executive Director of
The Palladium Theater, 253 Fifth
Ave. North. Wilborn has been
spearheading the Palladium’s
activities, as its director for about
two years. All signs indicate that
plans for the 2009-10 season will
expand even more, offering additional local, regional and national
acts to the community than ever
before.
The Palladium Theater was
originally created to provide an
affordable performance place for
community groups and
community artists. It is a nonprofit entity that is available for
rental by schools, dance studios,
and other various community
events. Roughly, one-half of the
Pa l l a d i u m ’s a c t i v i t i e s a r e
community rentals and other
events with the Palladium participating as a partner. There are
more than 200 shows (including,
dance, opera, and concerts of
every genre and dramatic performance) presented annually in
the 850 – seat Hough Concert
Hall and the 150 – seat Stavros
Great Room. Just a few of the
organizations that present events
in Hough Hall include the Florida
West Ballet, the St. Petersburg
Opera Company, and community
radio WMNF. The Stavros Room
located in the downstairs area,
hosts the popular Side Door Jazz
Series.
Partnering with Arbors
Records of Clearwater, The
Palladium will present its
2009/2010 Seasonal Opener:
Statesmen of Jazz (comprised of a
group of musical stars from the
Arbors Records roster.) This
opening show, Saturday, Sept. 26,
will consist of jazz stars such as,
singer and bassist Nicki Parrott,
who performs regularly at the
world’s best jazz festivals in the
U.S. and Europe. She is a worldclass double bassist and an upand-coming singer/songwriter.
She has a flair for improvisation,
and a gift for entertaining a crowd.
Up until his passing in August,
Parrott had performed regularly
on Monday’s at the Iridium Jazz
Club in New York City with
legendary jazz guitarist Les Paul.
Joining Nicki Parrott will be
Ted Rosenthal; a fine modern
mainstream pianist and one of the
leading jazz pianists of his generation. Rosenthal first gained fame
by winning first prize of the 2nd
annual Thelonious Monk
International Piano Competition
in 1988. He has gone on to
perform worldwide, both as a
leader and as a sideman with
many jazz greats. He has toured
with Gerry Mulligan, Art Farmer,
Phil Woods, Jon Faddis, Benny
Golson, and James Moody. A
graduate of the Manhattan School
of Music, he is a faculty member
of The New School/Mannes
College of Music jazz program.
Jazz trombonist Dan Barrett
will also be a part of the
Statesmen of Jazz group. Barrett
is a unique jazz musician, in as
much as he is a member of a new
generation of jazz musicians who
draw their inspiration from the

many recordings still available
from jazz’s early years. This
allows them to look past the
masters for musical foundations
upon which to build their own
personal styles.
Barrett plays both valve and
sl i d e t r o m b o n e s , a n d h a s
performed in several motion
pictures, including “The Cotton
Club” and “Brighton Beach
Memoirs.” He has performed
three times at Carnegie Hall with
Woody Herman, Joe Bushkin, and
in a “Tribute to Louis Armstrong.”
An article in the New York Times
commented about Barrett’s
playing stating that as a player he
was a delight, a melodist, a
colorist who knows how to use a
plunger mute with taste and, in
total, a player Duke Ellington
would have loved.
Rounding out the Statesmen
of Jazz group will be jazz
drummer Joe Ascione, who has
kept time for many top name jazz
combos and big bands, and has
been labeled by Jazz Magazine as
“one of the best drummers
around.” Having performed with
Cab Calloway, Big Jay McShann,
Al Hirt, Marian McPartland,
Kenny Davern and many other
top notch jazz musicians, Ascione
has performed on more than 100
CDs. Inspired by Gene Krupa and
Joe Jones, Ascione has mostly
been heard in the swing/mainstream/bop filed, and has gained
some attention for his participation in freewheeling sessions
released by the German NagelHeyer record label.
Finally, leading this fantastic
group of jazz musicians is Chuck
Redd. Red is an accomplished
performer on both drums and
vibraphone. He began performing and recording internationally
when he joined the Charlie Byrd

Trio in 1980 at the age of 21.
Since then, he has toured with
Bucky Piazzarelli, Dizzy
Gillespie, Mel Torme, Dick
Hyman, Ray Brown, Monty
Alexander, and Red Norvo. He
has also totaled 13 extensive
European tours and five Japan
tours, with the Barney Kessel
Trio, Ken Peplowski, Terry Gibbs
and Conte Candoli. In addition to
extensive performing, he served
as Artist-In-Residence at The
Smithsonian Jazz Café in
Washington, D.C. from 20042008. The magazine Jazz Times
has praised Redd’s playing calling
his vibes work, “Exquisite!”
Opening for Statesmen of
Jazz will be a local group, the
Nate Najar Trio featuring Nate
Najar, guitar, John Lamb, bass,
and Stephen Bucholtz on drums.
As a jazz guitarist, Najar is considered to be somewhat unique,
inasmuch as he plays jazz on the
classical guitar. His use of counterpoint, coupled with melodious
harmony, in addition to possessing a full swinging sound have
come to be Najar’s musical
trademark.
All in all, The Palladium
Theater’s start-up musical
offerings Saturday, Sept. 26
confirm that the 2009/2010
season will be a jazz lover’s
dream. See you there!
Remember to “Keep Jazz
Alive” by “Supporting Live
Jazz!”
Jazz fans – do you have any
feedback? I would like to hear from
YOU! You may visit my website at:
rickgeesjazzjamm.com or email me
at JazzJamm@aolcom. You may
also mail your letters to Rick Gee’s
Jazz Jamm, c/o The Weekly
Challenger, 2500 ML King St., S.,
St. Petersburg, FL 33705.
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CHALLENGER SPORTS
Giants Miffed At
Dallas OL Who
Tripped Tuck

BUCS
CORNER
Shoddy Defense Big Part Of Bucs' 0-2 Start

Raheem Morris

BY FRED GOODALL

TAMPA (AP) - Disappointed
but not discouraged, the Tampa
Bay Buccaneers are trying to
keep an 0-2 start under Raheem
Morris in perspective.
“It's two games,” the firstyear coach said Monday. “If you
come in here and expect to win
all 16, then you're fooling
y o u rself . This is a young
football team. The bottom line is
we've got to get better and better
every week.”
How much the Bucs progressed between 13-point losses
to Dallas and Buffalo is
debatable.
A struggling defense yielded
900 yards in two games to rank
31st among 32 teams, the Bucs
were penalized 13 times for 112
yards during Sunday's 33-20
loss to the Bills, and an offense
that rushed for 174 yards the
previous week only had 19

rushing atte m p t s ag ai n s t
Buffalo.
By the c o ach i n g s t aff's
count, Tampa Bay missed 24
tackles Sunday. Meanwhile,
Byron Leftwich threw a pair of
costly interceptions one returned
76 yards for a touchdown and
the other setting up a Buffalo
field goal and the defense
allowed 218 yards rushing,
including a career-best 163
yards by Fred Jackson.
“We've got to go back to the
drawing board,” defensive end
Stylez G. White said, adding the
poor start has little to do with
players adju s t i n g t o a n ew
system installed by defensive
coordinator Jim Bates.
“We've got to stop the run,”
White added, “to put ourselves
in better situations.”
A stout defense was Tampa
B a y' s stronges t al l y u n d er
previous coaches Tony Dungy
and Jon Gruden, however the
unit has been a shell of its old
self during a six-game losing
streak that began with the Bucs
going 0-4 after a 9-3 start to miss
last season's playoffs.
After yielding 462 yards in a
34-21 loss to the Cowboys, the
defense gave up 438 yards
against the Bills.
Tampa Bay gave up 400
yards in a game three times all of
2008, once in overtime.
“When you don't tackle

well, it doesn't matter what you
run, you're not going to play
well,” linebacker Barrett Ruud
said.
“I don't think it's we're not
fundamentally sound. I think we
haven't played fundamentally
sound, and I am surprised by
that. We should be playing better
than we are. I can't put a finger
on it right now, but I think it's
mo re o f a m i n d -s et t h an
anything. We've just got to take
it upon ourselves to tackle better
and block better. That's going to
win us games.”
Mo rri s s i n g l ed o u t en d
Gaines Adams as one of the
players who's going to have to
play better if the team is going to
be successful.
The fourth pick in the 2007
draft has not emerged as the
dominant pass rusher the Bucs
envisioned him becoming after a
stellar college career at
Clemson. He had 12 1-2 sacks
over the last two years, and
doesn't have any this season.
“He's judged on whether he
touches the quarterback or not,
and right now he's not getting it
do n e. T h ere's n o ex cu s es .
There's no explanations,” said
Morris, who also called out
Ad am s o n t h e fi rs t d ay o f
training camp, saying the thirdyear pro would be viewed as a
bust if he didn't have doubledigit sacks in 2009.

Asked what Adams needed
to work on to increase his effectiveness, Morris focused on
effort.
“Last year when he started
off the season, his whole thing
was he just played harder than
everybody he was playing
against,” the coach said.
“Right now, I just don't see
that. I don't see that same fire. I
don't see him playing at the
same speed and how hard he
played last year. We've got to get
that back from him. If we don't,
it's going to be a long season for
Gaines and us.”
Leftwich was 26-of-50 for
296 yards and two touchdowns
passing against Buffalo,
however Morris was not happy
the Bucs were forced to throw so
often after falling behind 17-0 in
the opening quarter.
“We're the Tampa Bay
Buccaneers. That's not how we
want to play football. To only
have 19 rushes is not our
winning formula,” the coach
said, noting that eliminating
costly mistakes will give them a
shot at having a more balanced
attack.
“I don't know if you expect
growing pains. But any time
you're playing with a really
young, talented bunch of guys
that's got to figure their way out,
their job is to just get better and
better every week.”

UP NEXT FOR THE BUCS:

The Bucs (0-2) will host the New York Giants (2-0) Sunday Sept. 27 at 1:00 p.m.

Singletary Not Satisfied With 2-0

Mike Singletary

BY JANIE MCCAULEY

SANTA CLARA, Calif.
(AP) - Mike Singletary is the
toughest of critics, never one for
handing out too much praise to
his San Francisco 49ers even at
2-0, with wins over two teams
considered the NFC West contenders.
“We've been 2-0 before,”
Singletary said. “We haven't
been 3-0 since I've been here.
That's the next step.”
Getting there would mean a
road victory over Brett Favre
and fellow unbeaten Minnesota
this week.
San Francisco certainly
appears headed up the only
direction the Niners can go on
the heels of a franchise-worst six
straight losing seasons in
Singletary's first full year in
charge.
“We can't rely on being 2-0.

We've got to move on,” tight end
Vernon Davis said Monday. “It's
a great feeling, but it's not the
end.”
The 49ers won at reigning
NFC champion Arizona in Week
1, then topped Seattle in commanding fashion 23-10 on
Sunday to give San Francisco
the early hold on first place in
the NFC West.
Yet Singletary still finds
plenty of flaws, and is doing all
he can to keep his club humble.
All signs point to the grueling
training camp this team endured
being a boost so far.
“It kind of validates what
we've been through, all the work
we put in, all the work until
now,” linebacker Takeo Spikes
said. “We still feel like we left
stuff out there. We always shoot
for perfection.”
Frank Gore was pretty close
to perfect Sunday. He ran for
207 yards, five off his career
best set in 2006 also against the
Seahawks, with touchdown runs
of 79 and 80 yards. He didn't
even play after the first drive of
the fourth quarter because of a
sprained right ankle, an injury
that isn't expected to limit him
this week.
“I'll be good,” Gore said
Monday, noting he expects to
practice Wednesday.
Even Singletary allowed
himself to appreciate Gore's
special outing despite all the

other things he's doing in the
midst of game day. Gore's big
afternoon meant the offensive
line was doing a better job.
“You may not see me
laughing or anything like that,
but I enjoy every bit of it
because when he's running like
that, something good up front is
happening,” Singletary said.
“Obviously, it was a great day. It
really was. It's a tribute to our
offensive line. It's a tribute to
Frank seeing the holes and
hitting them. It's a tribute to our
outside guys and our receivers
doing a great job blocking.
Everybody is doing their job in
o rd er fo r t h o s e t h i n g s t o
happen.”
After
Sunday's
win,
Singletary told his players to
celebrate that night because
Monday it was right back to
work in preparation for a tough
Vikings team.
Now, the last thing San
Francisco can afford after this
encouraging start is a repeat of
2007, Mike Nolan's third season
as coach.
The Niners opened with
back-to-back wins, at home
against Arizona for Monday
Night Football and then a
narrow 17-16 victory at St.
Louis, sparking talk that the
team was on the rise. Then San
Francisco absolutely plummeted, as
in an eight-game losing streak
that turned a once-promising

season into a 5-11 debacle.
Nolan survived but was
eventually fired last Oct. 20
following a 2-5 start.
“I don't really want to
compare to 2-0 now and 2-0
(two years ago),” Singletary
said. “This team, we're just
going to continue to work, and
we're going to continue to get
better. And, we'll stay together.
Whatever comes out of that, I
think the end result will be
good.”
Even some of Singletary's
players are starting to talk like
he does regarding this early
s uc c e s s , h a v i n g b o u g h t i n
m on t h s a g o t o t h e i n t e n s e
coach's system and no-nonsense
style.
“This league is about
constant improvement,” said
quarterback Shaun Hill, who
improved to 6-0 at Candlestick
Park. “If we go out and play like
we have the first two weeks, it's
not going to be good. 2-0, that's
the start we're looking for, but by
no means does that mean we're
finished We've got a long way to
go and a good opponent coming
up this week.”
The 49ers aren't surprising
themselves. The players have
said all along they have the
talent to turn this franchise
around.
“ We m a y b e n e w t o
America, but to us, we expect
it,” Spikes said.

Justin Tuck

BY TOM CANAVAN

EAST RUTHERFORD,
N.J. (AP) - The New York
Giants are a little miffed at
Dallas Cowboys’ offensive
tackle Flozell Adams.
Adams stuck out his leg
and tripped Pro Bowl
defensive end Justin Tuck in
the first half of Sunday night's
game, causing Tuck to suffer
an injury to his left shoulder. It
knocked him out of the nationally televised contest.
Adams was penalized for
tripping on the play, but that
didn't stop Tuck from call the
kick a “bush” move.
“It's something he always
does and he gets away with it
and he continues to do it,”
Tuck said.

Fe l l o w d e f e n s i v e e n d
Mathias Kiwanuka said a lot of
the Giants players were talking
about it Monday.
“From being out there and
seeing the quick replays, it
looked like a pretty bad play,”
Kiwanuka said. “Guys get beat
and they have to do anything to
save their quarterback, but that
is not an excuse.”
Kiwanuka didn't hesitate to
call that a dirty play, and he cut
Adams no slack Monday.
“This is the NFL,”
Kiwanuka said. “People put
their careers on the line
everyday, in every practice, in
every game. You don't want to
risk somebody getting hurt off
something cheap like that. You
understand that they have a job
to protect their quarterback,
but there are rules in a game
for a reason.”
Tuck underwent tests on
h i s s h o u l d e r M o n d a y.
Coach Tom Coughlin did not
have the results when he spoke
to the media.
Tuck said he expects to
play this weekend when the
Giants travel to Tampa to play
the Buccaneers.

Former Boxing
Champ Mayorga
Wants To Try MMA

MIAMI (AP) - Former
welterweight and super-welterweight world champion
Ricardo Mayorga will venture
into mixed martial arts.
In a news conference
Monday, Mayorga said he
anticipates his first MMA fight
early next year. Mayorga, of
Nicaragua, currently is in a
legal dispute with promoter
Don King and seeks a release
from his boxing contract for an
opportunity at an MMA career.
“I am a fighter by nature, I
learned to fight on the streets
of Nicaragua before I learned
to box,” Mayorga said. “For
many years, I have wanted to
try MMA. Now I hope to get
my opportunity.”
Still, Mayorga, 35, will
need a crash course if he is to
make an impact in a sport
which has expanded its fan
base the past five years.
As with previous boxers
who have tried the move to
MMA, including ex-heavyweight champion Ray Mercer,
the toughest adjustment is
fighting an opponent while on
the ground.
“I have had a few training
sessions and once I get the

1
2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9
10
11
12
13

approval that I can start doing
MMA, I will learn even more
quickly,” Mayorga said. “I
consider it easier than boxing
in that you can use your legs to
kick your opponent. The idea
of using smaller gloves also
has me very anxious to try it.
“Boxing has many more
rules.”
M a y o rg a s a i d h e h a s
not retired from boxing. In
addition to pursuing his MMA
aspirations, Mayorga would
like to box again once he
settles his legal dispute with
King. Mayorga's last fight was
a 12th-round knockout loss
against Shane Mosley in
Sept.2008.
Mayorga, whose boxing
record is 28-7-1 and 22 KOs,
won the World Boxing Council
welterweight title with a thirdround technical knockout over
Vernon Forrest in 2003 and
lost the belt against Cory
Spinks in a title unification
fight the following year.
In 2005, Mayorga defeated
Michelle Piccirillo for the
vacant WBC super-welterweight belt but lost the title in
his first defense against Oscar
De La Hoya.

NCAA Football
AP Top 25

Florida (55) ........3-0
Texas (2).............3-0
Alabama (3)........3-0
Mississippi .........2-0
Penn State...........3-0
California ...........3-0
LSU ....................3-0
Boise State..........3-0
Miami (FL).........2-0
Oklahoma ...........2-1
Virginia Tech ......2-1
USC....................2-1
Ohio State...........2-1

14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

Cincinnati ...........3-0
TCU....................2-0
Oklahoma State ..2-1
Houston ..............2-0
Florida State .......2-1
Brigham Young ..2-1
Kansas ................3-0
Georgia...............2-1
North Carolina....3-0
Michigan ............3-0
Washington.........2-1
Nebraska.............2-1
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STATE NEWS

NATIONAL NEWS

State Board Of Education
Approves New High School
Grading Formula

ACORN Takes A Hit:
Released Video Results
In Loss Of Contract

MIAMI – The State Board
of Education (SBE) today
approved enhancements to
Florida’s high school grading
formula during a meeting in
Miami. The changes, required
by the passage of Senate Bill
1908
during
the
2008
Legislative session, split the
focus of the high school grading
formula to now account for
both Florida Comprehensive
Assessment Test (FCAT) performance and new measures
such as participation and performance on advanced coursework, graduation rates and the
college and career readiness of
students.
“In addition to providing a
better representation of the
accomplishments of our high
schools, this new grading
formula will help increase the
educational
opportunities
available to students throughout
Florida,”
said
Education

Commissioner Dr. Eric J.
Smith. “The Board’s approval
of these changes represents a
significant step forward for our
state as we work to prepare our
young people to compete in
today’s highly competitive
global marketplace.”
Beginning this school year
(2009-10), 50 percent of a high
school’s grade will be based on
the performance of their
students on the FCAT, and the
remaining 50 percent will be
based on factors that include the
following:
The school’s graduation
rate;
The performance and participation of students in
Advanced Placement (AP),
International
Baccalaureate
(IB),
Dual
Enrollment,
Advanced
International
Certificate
of
Education
(AICE), and industry certification;

The postsecondary
readiness of the students as
measured by the SAT, ACT, or
College Placement Test (CPT);
The high school graduation
rate of at-risk students; and
growth or decline in these data
components from year to year.
In previous years, grades
for high schools have been
released annually during the
summer, alongside elementary
and middle school grades. With
the insertion of new data components for the revised grading
formula, it is anticipated that
high school grades will be
released toward the end of the
year when all components are
available for the calculation to
occur.
For more information about
the changes to high school
grades, visit http://www.fldoe.
org/board/meetings/2009_09_1
5/109981presentation.pdf.

Southwest Florida Awarded
$8.8 Million For Afterschool
Support Programs

TALLAHASSEE – The
Florida Department of Education
recently awarded $8.8 million in
federal 21st Century Community
Learning Centers (21st CCLC)
grants to fund afterschool
support programs for lowincome students in the southwest
Florida area. 21st CCLC
programs provide students with
opportunities for academic
enrichment, personal growth,
and other activities designed to
complement
their
regular
academic curriculum, while also
offering literacy and other educational services to their families.
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active and study and move
ahead. I think working with
people has helped me."
That has been a lot of work.
Her office is like a shrine to
everything she's contributed to
society. Like many offices of
accomplished executives, her
desk is an organized clutter,
overrun with stacks of paper,
books, a Washington Post, event
souvenirs and other items mailed
to her as gifts.
There is no computer, just a
telephone - and awards everywhere. There's a display case
dedicated to all things Delta
Sigma Theta, her sorority for
which she once served as
national president (1946-1957).
Among her major awards is
the Presidential Medal of
Freedom, the highest citizen
award in the nation. There is also
the Franklin Delano Roosevelt
Freedom From Want Award, a
Congressional Gold Medal, and
the coveted Spingarn Medal
from the NAACP. She's also
been enshrined in the National
Women's Hall of Fame.
She interprets it all with one
word – purpose.
"I think that purpose means
that you have some sense that
God put you here to do
something," Height says. "And
once you start on something you
discover that that's your life's
work. And life's work is very

“21st CCLC programs
provide many of our disadvantaged students with essential,
life-building services and can
make the difference in their educational success,” said Education
Commissioner Dr. Eric J. Smith.
“I look forward to seeing the
positive results of these programs
as southwest Florida communities work to ensure their students
are receiving this important
assistance.”
Unlike traditional childcare
services, Florida’s 21st CCLC
programs are free for eligible
students and provide a full

different from having a job or a
position or an office. It means
that you have a sense of a
purpose for your life. That's been
my approach. You see, I've been
working on civil rights for so
many decades. Therefore, I work
on civil rights whether I'm the
chair of an organization or not."
The room is toasty. People
must lean in close and talk loud
over the hum of the heater. She
won't turn it off, not even for an
interview. Height says it’s cold.
Her executive assistant Christina
Toney gives in.
"You'll have to talk loudly,"
she says.
Even without the hum of the
heater, Height’s hearing isn't as
good as it used to be. But her
mind is incredibly sharp for a
woman three years shy of a
century. She is passionate about
the causes for which she works.
Often called "godmother of
the women's movement" height
is currently focusing her
attention on the rising incarceraAfrican-American
tion
of
females.
"I'm working hard on that,"
she says.
While the general belief that
black males are having a difficult
time is true, Height says people
overlook the fact that girls are
going into the criminal justice
system at a rate higher than boys,
with many going in for serious
crimes and even leaving children
behind.
"If you look at that and

spectrum
of
wrap-around
services, including: academic
remediation in reading, math and
science; recreation and physical
fitness; and services for students’
adult family members. Many
21st CCLC programs also
provide students with services
such as arts and music education,
entrepreneurial education, technology education, dropout prevention, service learning, and
character education.
To learn more about
Florida’s 21st CCLC initiative,
visit http://www.fldoe.org/curriculum/21century/.
follow that pattern - those are the
mothers of the future," Height
says. "And if you look at that
pattern you can not feel hope for
the future."
Dr. Height actually has more
than one job, despite the fact that
she is confined to a wheelchair.
Her public service and volunteerism are like second or even
third jobs.
She chairs the Leadership
Conference on Civil Rights, a
Washington, D.C.- based conference of civil rights organizations.
Her duties at LCCR require her
to attend board meetings. The
Rankin, PA native also travels
the country when her health
permits. She does speaking
engagements and events that
require her presence, such as the
presidential inauguration of
Barack Obama, where she was
an honored guest.
BIG SIX
Most people don’t see 97.
And those that do have usually
been retired for decades. Heights
says her activism keeps her
inspired as she influences the
continued fight for civil rights, a
fight that she started years ago as
a teenager. When she was in high
school she entered the Elks’ oratorical
contest
on
the
Constitution of the United
States.
"At 14, I'd become very
much involved in understanding
the Constitution. I chose to write
my oration on the 13th, 14th and
15th amendments of the

Special to the NNPA from the
Afro-American Newspapers

(NNPA) - Reaction to the
release of a video showing frontoffice ACORN employees exercising poor judgment and
providing advice on illegal activities has been swift.
The federal government - in
actions by the Senate, the House
of Representatives and several
states - has stopped or put on hold
contracts with the organization.
ACORN—the Association of
Community Organizations for
Reform Now—was started in
1970 to bring together disenfranchised groups and provide the
assistance necessary to meet their
needs. According to the group’s
Web site, the organization’s
mission is to organize low- to
moderate-income people and
help them “take on issues of
relevance to their communities,
whether those issues are discrimination, affordable housing, a
quality education or better public
services.”
According to reports, the
group has helped hundreds of
thousands of people across the
United States and in the process
has become an important
resource for local and state governments, as well as several
federal agencies including HUD.
But the release of a video
created by young conservative
James O’Keefe III—staring
O’Keefe as a pimp and friend
Hannah Giles as a prostitute
receiving advice from ACORN—
is just the latest problem the
organization has faced in recent
years.
In the series of videos, most
available for viewing on
YouTube, the “pimp” and “prostitute” go into several ACORN
offices around the country, asking
for various types of assistance, all
illegal.
In one office, the pair wanted
Constitution," she recalls. "And
that was at 14, and today, I'm still
trying to make the promise that
the 14th amendment makes
under law a reality."
More than 73 years later,
Height is still developing new
vision.
She wants to use NCNW's
broad reach to organize women
all across the country to help
them take more of an active hand
in mentoring younger girls.
"I owe a lot to my early
childhood and youth the opportunity to be a part of organizations and groups," she said. "We
were working on something that
was beneficial. I think that's what
is needed today."
While the ascension of
African-American women as
leaders and trailblazers in all
fields is booming, Height
believes there is still a long way
to go.
Of the Big Six civil rights
leaders – A. Philip Randolph, Dr.
Martin Luther King Jr., Whitney
Young, Roy Wilkins, James
Farmer, and John Lewis – Dr.
Height was the only peer not
allowed to speak during the 1963
March on Washington – simply
because she was a woman.
Today, Height is treated as
civil rights royalty, receiving
standing ovations and enthusiastic applause just about everywhere she goes.
She says that the present
generation must continue the
work of those that came before.

assistance in securing financing
to purchase a home that would be
used for the prostitution of
underage girls. They asked for
immigration assistance, to bring
in girls illegally to become prostitutes. At another, they asked for
assistance in reporting income as
a business, so expenses could be
written off and taxes evaded, and
were advised to use the category
of “performing arts” to characterize their services. Several times
during these meetings one of the
pair would ask, “Isn’t that
illegal?” In one instance, the
ACORN employee responded
that the government often tried to
keep people from pursuing businesses by making things illegal.
Several ACORN employees
have reportedly been fired, but
that has not seemed to help the
organization.
Since its founding, the organization has grown significantly
and that size may be contributing
to its troubles. In 2008, the group
was under fire because several of
its workers created false voter
registrations. In 2000 and 2001,
ACORN took heat for poor
treatment of its workers, requiring
them to work long hours for little
pay and without overtime. In
2008, his brother fired the organization’s president Wade Rathke,
for failing to properly report the
embezzlement of almost $1
million from the organization.
Even with these transgressions, the swiftness of repercussions from the videos has been
questioned. While ACORN has
started an internal investigation,
it’s clear no one is really interested in the findings.
In a short letter to Huffington
Post.com, retired federal Judge H.
Lee Sarokin wrote, “It may be
that eventually, after a full and fair
investigation, that the withdrawal
of federal funding will be deemed
to have been justified, but the
speed of this action cannot be. It is

"I think that we simply have
to keep going; realize that we
have to keep working to open the
doors that need to be opened,"
she said. "Today, one of our
problems as a people is that so
many of the present generation
go through the open doors but
they don't know how they got
opened. We have to help this
generation understand how those
doors got opened and why they
cannot rest until they’ve got
them fully opened."
She explains, "I think today,
we have a generation that has to
learn how to tackle the issues of
the day and do it in such a
fashion that it builds more sense
of community and strength. We
build on our history and try to
make tomorrow a better day for
our children, and not simply
think that one day it will happen.
This is a society today based on
technology and science and we
have to be prepared for this day.
That's what is so great about
Barack Obama. He was prepared
for this day and he's showing it
everyday.”
But, with all the preparation,
her life’s work is steeped in the
fact that race is still a factor in
curtailing individual progress.
Height was good friends with her
late Civil Rights colleague Dr.
Martin Luther King. She'd
known him since he was 15years-old. King's renowned "I
Have a Dream" speech probably
wouldn't have had happened if it
wasn't for Height stepping in.

a symptom of what is happening
in this country. Suspicion, fear,
false rumors and accusations,
bigotry and hatred are the driving
force rather than calm and
reasoned deliberation after a
careful and thoughtful review of
all of the relevant facts and
arguments.”
Some have also questioned
whether the whole organization
should be penalized for the
actions of a few employees.
ACORN CEO Bertha Lewis said
during a C-SPAN interview that
O’Keefe and Giles were refused
service and asked to leave dozens
of their offices. Those employees
that did not live up to the ACORN
standard were fired.
“I wanted to make sure that
people understood this is not who
we are, we will not tolerate even
two minutes of that kind of conversation, our standards are much
higher, and in fact, these folks got
thrown out of a lot of offices,”
Lewis said. “So, this handful of
employees, it’s unfortunate, but
you know what, you can’t work
for me if you don’t have common
sense.”
How the loss of so many
contracts and revenue will impact
ACORN is not known at this
time. ACORN spokesperson
Brian Kettenring told the
Associated Press that the organization’s annual budget is $25
million a year, which largely
comes from the group’s membership and supporters. He said
federal contracts only equal about
10 percent of their budget, with
state and local contracts worth a
significantly smaller percentage.
He added that the loss of contracts
would hurt the people using those
programs through ACORN more
than the group itself.
The organization continues to
press on. Lewis has pledged,
according to the AP, to “do
whatever is necessary to reestablish the public trust.”

Because of time concerns, the
speakers at the 1963 march on
Washington didn't want to give
the minister the time he needed
to say the speech. Every speaker
was evenly allotted seven
minutes to speak. Height made
the case that King should speak
last so that he could speak
longer. It worked out. She's built
a good relationship with another
great orator - our 44th president
Barack Obama.
Height struggles to compare
Dr. King, a Baptist preacher,
with the country's first black
president. King was fighting for
the country, specifically pertaining to the civil rights of AfricanAmericans and later the poor. On
the other hand, Obama as
president is a man who must
articulate a vision for the nation
as a whole.
"I think in that respect, both
of them were visionaries,"
Height says. "I think Dr. King
was a good messenger, a good
inspiration and a good leader in
the sense of helping us all understand that we are more than we
think we are and that we are all a
part of a world. I think Obama is
more like the practitioner who
comes along and sees how to get
some of that vision realized in
terms of the political arena and in
the day-by-day lives of people.
Dr. King was a drum major for
justice. I see Obama trying to
turn that justice into a reality in
the lives of people."
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955 20th Street South • St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 894-4311

Email: mzpmbc@gte.net
Website: www.mzprogressive.org

Worship Services .............................7:45 a.m. & 10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ........................................................9:00 a.m.
Prayer Service (Wed).............................................6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wed) ..................................................6:30 p.m.

Mission Statement:

Impact the world by equipping believers
to reach the lost with the gospel of Jesus Christ.

Rev. Louis M. Murphy Sr.
Senior Pastor

Queen Street

ST. JOHN MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church Of God In Christ

3200 Fifth Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

(727) 327-1373

1732 9th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Early Morning Worship ................................................7:30 a.m.

(727) 896-4356

Sunday School ................................................................9:30 a.m.

Morning Worship .........................................................11:00 a.m.

Elder A.P. Conage, Pastor

Wednesday Bible Study & Prayer Meeting ................7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer Meeting ................................................11:00 a.m.

Rev. Norris L.
Martin Sr. - Pastor

GENESIS
WORSHIP
CENTER
CHURCH

1818 29th Avenue North
St. Petersburg, Florida
727.898.5571
Sunday Worship
11:30 a.m.

11:00 A.M. - Morning Service

3001 18th Avenue South • Saint Petersburg, Florida 33712
Phone: (727) 327-9904 • Fax: (727) 322-0409
Church School - 9:30 A.M. • Morning Worship - 11:00 A.M.
Wednesday Night Prayer Meeting & Bible Study - 7:00 P.M.
Worship Service Every Thursday Night after the First Sunday, at 7:00 P.M.

(727) 327-8708
Sunday Worship Services . . . .8:00 and 11:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Tuesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .7:00 p.m.
Baptist Training Union (Sunday) . . . . . . . .4:00 p.m.
“The Little Church Where Everybody Is Somebody”

Elder Benjamin Adams, Jr., Senior Pastor

Elder Benjamin
Adams, Jr.,
Senior Pastor

Theme: “Movers of the Christ Purpose”
Edifying the Church; Evangelizing the Community (Acts 1:4-8)

MORNING WORSHIP 11:00 a.m.

Trinity Presbyterian Church
2830 22nd Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Florida 33712
727-327-8590

Email: trinityp@tampabay.rr.com
pastorwoods07@yahoo.com

SCHEDULE OF SERVICES

Sunday School - 9:30 a.m. • Morning Worship - 11:00 a.m.
Bible Study – Wednesday – 6:30 p.m.
Holy Communion Every First Sunday

Claude S. Williams, Pastor

Victory Christian Center is a Word of Faith Church. For more information about the
other services and ministries at Victory Christian Center, please call (727) 321-0911
*Nursery and Youth Services Available

Call Today 727-896-2922

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

10th Street Church Of God
207 - 10th Street North
St. Petersburg, FL 33705

(727) 898-9407

Sunday School...............................9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship .......................11:00 a.m.

ORDER OF SERVICE
Sunday School ..........................9:30 AM
Sunday Worship Service .......11:00 AM
Bible Study Wednesday ...........7:00 PM

Wednesday Evening Prayer ........6:30 p.m.

Wednesday Night Bible Study.....7:30 p.m.

Rev. Jerry B.
Alexander Jr.
Pastor

Mission Statement

Reaching The Lost And Teaching The Saved

MOUNT PILGRIM MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Luke 14:23 and Psalm 119:33,34

Rev. Ronald L. Bell
Pastor

Sunday School....................................9:30 a.m. - 10:30 a.m.
Sunday General Worship ......................................11:00 a.m.
Communion .......................................................First Sunday
Sunday New Member Orientation..........................9:30 a.m.
Wednesday Prayer Meeting .................7:00 p.m. - 7:30 p.m.
Wednesday Bible Study.......................7:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.
Wednesday Youth Bible Study ............7:00 p.m. - 8:00 p.m.
Wednesday Tutoring ............................6:00 p.m. - 7:00 p.m.

Mission Statement
Having been led, as we believe, by the Spirit of God to receive the Lord Jesus Christ as
our Savior; and on the profession of our faith. We the people of God returning to God’s
Word, proclaiming, God’s Will in provoking His love among one another.

First Baptist Institutional
Church
3144 Third Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL
Phone: 323-7518

Sunday School 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship 11:00 a.m.
Come Worship With
the First Baptist Family

REV. WAYNE G.
THOMPSON, PASTOR

The church where
what God’s word teaches
is practiced!

United for Christ

Freewill Baptist Church

4000 5th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711 Phone: (727) 321-7375
“Returning God’s People to the Word of God”

Pastor Clark
Hazley, Sr.

Rev. Prentiss John Davis, Minister
& Veronica Davis

Schedule of Services
Sunday Worship*
10:30 a.m.
Wednesday Bible Study* -7:00 p.m.
Friday Prayer -7:00 p.m.
Intercessory Prayer - 9:00 a.m.
(except Wednesdays)

YOUR CHURCH CAN
BE LISTED HERE

1210 Union Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 823-2545

Church address: 1002 Palmetto Street, Clearwater, FL 33755
Mailing address: P.O. Box 1235, Clearwater, FL 33755
Church Phone: (727) 443-1861 • Fax: (727) 443-0431
Email: sjpbc@tampabay.rr.com
Radio dial: 1340 AM 11:30 a.m. - 1:30 p.m.
Radio internet: tantalk 1340.com

Scheduled Services:
Church School..................................................8:00 a.m.
Early Morning ..................................................9:30 a.m.
Wed. Mid-week Family Night Bible Study .....7:00 p.m.

Victory Christian Center Church

New Mt. Olive Primitive Baptist Church

1121 22nd Street South, St. Petersburg, FL 33712

Sain t John Primitive Baptist Church

7:00 P.M. - Wednesday Bible Study

3012 18th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, Fla. 33712
(727) 321-0911
www.victorychristiancenterchurch.com

First Mount Zion Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Wallace Elliott Sr. - Pastor

9:00 A.M. - Tuesday Prayer

9:30 A.M. - Sunday School

“Raising A Standard For God’s People In God’s Church”

Pastor Michael T. and
Elect Lady Sheila Culbreth

Alfonso Woods,
Pastor

8:00 A.M. - Sunday Service

Pastor Minister Tyrone Ford
and 1st Lady Kadell Ford

5315 28th Avenue South
Gulfport, Florida
727-744-3589

Wednesday Night Bible Study ........................7:00 pm
Bible Study Location: 5004 Tangerine Ave. So., Gulfport

Sunday School ............................................... 9:30 am
Sunday Worship Service ...............................11:00 am
(1st thru 4th Sundays)

Living, Teaching and Preaching the True Gospel
of Jesus Christ, to Save Lost Souls. Come join in with us.
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THE ROCK

ST. MARK MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH
Schedule of Services

Van service is available by calling:
(727) 327-0015

THE ROCK OF JESUS IS LOCATED AT:
3940 – 18th AVENUE SOUTH
St. Petersburg, Florida

Telephone: 727-327-0015 • Fax: 727-327-0021
Office Hours: Monday thru Thursday
9:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.

Rev. Brian K. Brown

BETHEL METROPOLITAN BAPTIST CHURCH
3455 - 26th Avenue South, St. Petersburg, FL 33711
Telephone (727) 327-0554 • Fax (727) 327-0240
E-mail: bchurch5@tampabay.rr.com Web site: www.bmmbc.org

Friendship

2800 26th Avenue South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Phone: 727-867-5287 • Fax: 727-906-9808

3300 31st Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
(727) 906-8300
www.fmbctheship.org

Sunday .............7:45 A.M. and 10:45 A.M. Worship
Sunday School..............................................9:30 A.M.
Monday Morning Meditation WRXB.....6:45 A.M.
Wednesday.....................Noonday Bible Study and
Bread of Life; 7 P.M. Prayer and Bible Study
Thursday...........................7 P.M. Youth Enrichment

A Discipleship Making Community

Sunday Worship Services . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday Children Church . . . . . . . . . . . . .10:00 a.m.
Sunday School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .8:50 a.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday) . . . . . . . . . . . . .6:30 p.m.
Senior Fellowship (2nd Wednesday) . . . .12:30 p.m.

Rev. Rickey L. Houston, Pastor

Dr. John A. Evans,
Pastor

“Serving and Saving
“Helping and
Healing”

“Inspiring and
Instructing”
“Praying and
Praising”

Rev. I. James Mitchell,
Senior Pastor

Prayer Tower Church of God in Christ

20th Street
Church Of Christ

Missionary Baptist Church

Rev. Frank W.
Peterman, Jr.
Pastor

McCabe United Methodist Church

Sunday Worship Service.........10:00 a.m.
Sunday School ..........................9:00 a.m.
Teen Summit (Wednesday) ......7:00 p.m.
Bible Study (Wednesday).........7:00 p.m.

“God’s House In The City”

JESUS MISSIONARY BAPTIST CHURCH

Church School: .....................................9:15 a.m. – 10:00 a.m.
Devotion: ............................................10:00 a.m. – 10:20 a.m.
Praise and Worship: ............................10:20 a.m. – 10:30 a.m.
Morning Worship Service: .......................................10:30 a.m.
Bible Study each Tuesday: .......................................6:30 p.m.

1301 - 37th Street South, St. Petersburg, FL
(727) 321-6631 • www.stmarkch.org

Church School . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9:30 a.m.
Morning Worship . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10:45 a.m.
Baptist Training Union . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5:00 p.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
Thursday 9:30 a.m. & 7:00 p.m.

OF
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Elder Clarence Welch, Pastor
Elder Carson Skinner, Assistant Pastor
1137 37th Street South
Saint Petersburg, FL 33711
(727) 321-0670

825 20th Street South
St. Petersburg, FL 33712
Home: 896-8006
Bro. Rober t Sm ith

Sunday Morning Worship .................................7:45 a.m.
Sunday Morning Bible Class.............................9:20 a.m.
Sunday Morning Second Worship..................10:40 a.m.
Ladies Bible Class Monday ...............................7:00 p.m.
Monday Evening Bible Class ............................7:00 p.m.
Wednesday Morning Bible Class ....................10:00 a.m.
Wednesday Evening Bible Class .............................7:00 p.m.

Sunday

Tuesday

Wednesday
Thursday

SERVICES

Sunday School – 10:30 a.m.
A. M. Service – 11:30 a.m.
YPWW (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 5:30 p.m.
P.M. Service (1st & 3rd Sunday) – 6:30 p.m.
P. M. Service (2nd & 4th Sunday) - 5:30 p.m.
Morning Prayer – 9:30 to 10:30 a.m.
Prayer Service – 7:30 p.m.

Bible Study (for all ages) – 7:30 p.m.

CHURCH NEWS
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist Church
Bethel Metropolitan Baptist
Church “God’s House in the City”
under the leadership of our soldier of
the cross, and drum major for justice,
Dr Rickey L. Houston, extend an invitation to the community to join us as
we communicate Gods’ Word at 10:00
am worship service Sunday, Sunday
School at 9:00 am and Bible Study and
Teen Summit on Wednesday evening,
at 7:00 pm. We also encourage the
community to make use of our Prayer
Line. (727-321-9645)
Bethel Metropolitan Missionary
Baptist Church is committed to a

Christ-centered, People-centered,
Team-centered and Bible-based
ministry; with priorities focused on
Love, Forgiveness, Unity, Peace and
Growth. We celebrate in worship, we
care for one another, we cultivate the
fullest spiritual life possible both individually and corporately; and we communicate God's truth at every opportunity. Living out these priorities results
in a kaleidoscope of ministries at
Bethel Metropolitan for all ages and
interests.
Bethel Metropolitan is celebrating
its 106th Anniversary this year. We

have celebrated with several events.
Our “Men in Praise” Concert will be
held Saturday, Sept. 26 at 4:00 p.m.
and will include Male Choirs from the
Tampa Bay area. Anniversary proper
will be observed Sunday, Sept. 27, at
10:00 a.m. The Fall Revival will
culminate the anniversary events
beginning Monday, Sept. 28 through
Wednesday, Sept. 30. Reverend Mark
Dunham of Greater Mt Zion Baptist
Church, Modesto, CA is the
Evangelist. Please join us and help
celebrate 106 years of lifting the
WORD!!

Friendship Missionary Baptist Church

“O n e L o r d , On e F a ith , O n e
Baptism, One Church”
Preaching the Good News is our
mission.
Jesus was giving the disciples
their Spirit-powered and Spirit-guided
mission – to preach the Good News
about Jesus so people’s sins might be
forgiven. The disciples did not have
the power to forgive sins (only God
can forgive sins), but Jesus gave them
the privilege to telling new believers
that their sins had been forgiven
because they had accepted Jesus’
message. All believers have this same
privilege. We can announce the forgiveness of sins with certainty when

we repent and find faith. Read.
Romans 1:18-32.
On behalf of the First Family we
wish you and yours a wonderful, purposeful and prosperous Week!
Dr. John A. Evans, Sr., God’s
anointed and appointed leader and the
entire Friendship Missionary Baptist
Church Family extends a cordial
welcome to each of you.
Join us for worship services
Sunday at 7:45 and 10:45 a.m.
We are believers in Christ who are
reaching out to the world, preaching
the gospel to the unsaved and teaching
the saved to serve by demonstrating
the love of Christ.

WEEKLY ACTIVITIES
Weekly Meditation on WRXB at
6:45 a.m. Tune in to hear Dr. John A.
Evans, Sr.
Wednesday Noon Day Bible
Study; 6:30 p.m. Intercessory Prayer;
7:00 p.m. Evening Bible Study
First Wednesday of each month,
join us at 7:00 pm for Wednesday
night “Live” worship service. (Living
in Victory Everyday)
Ple a s e vis it our w e bs ite a t
www.fmbctheship.org. or email:
fmbc3300@verizon.net. Phone: 727906-8300.

Mt. Zion Progressive
Missionary Baptist Church

“Impact the World by Equipping
Believers to Reach the Lost with the
Gospel of Jesus Christ”
LEARN THE SECRETS OF
LIVING A STRESS-FREE LIFE
The Mt. Zion Progressive MBC
family, under the leadership of our
esteemed pastor, the Reverend Louis
M. Murphy Sr., invites the community
to attend a free seminar, “How to Deal
With Deadly Emotions”. Worry,
anger, and strife are debilitating our
health, minds, and homes. Come learn

the secrets of managing stress in our
daily lives. Our facilitator is Al Zow,
JD and this timely discussion will be
Saturday, Sept. 26 from 9-11 a.m. in
our 2nd floor dining room. Please
RSVP by Saturday 21 by calling 8944311, ext. 802 or email info@mzprogressive.org.
V O T E R R E G I S T R AT I O N
DRIVE
On Sunday, Oct. 4, Mt. Zion
Progressive MBC will hold a voter
registration drive before and after our

7:45 service and our 10:00 service.
Registration is the first step in letting
your voice and vote be heard.
MT.
ZION
CHILDREN’S
MINISTRY PRESENTS
FAMILY FUN NIGHT
Families are invited to come and
enjoy games, food, and prizes. Friday,
September 25th from 6pm-8pm. FMI
call 894-4311.
Mt. Zion Progressive Missionary
Baptist Church is located at 955 20th
Street South; Ph.894-4311.

New Hope Missionary Baptist Church

“ONE BODY, ONE SPIRIT, ONE
HOPE”
Our Esteemed Pastor, Reverend
Carlos L. Senior and the New Hope
Church family invite you to study and
worship with us whenever our doors are
open. See the ad for times of worship.
UPCOMING EVENTS
“GIVE A HOLY TEMPLE TO A
HOLY GOD” (For further information,
call 727-896-5228)
“Prayer and Fasting” This month
we are embarking on a month long fast.
We are going to higher heights and

deeper depths in God. During this time
we are sacrificing our desires for God’s.
Pray for us as we take time to draw
nearer to our families as well as to God.
Prayer every Wednesday, 7-7:30
p.m. Please attend and watch God work.
A “Shut-in” will be held Friday, Sept.
25, 8:00 p.m. – 12:00 a.m.
Join us as we honor Min. Joe
McCall as he leaves to serve our
country.
The Young Adult Ministry is
hosting this grand event Saturday, Sept.
26 at Chappy’s Restaurant – 247

Central Ave. – 7:00 p.m. For further
information, call the church office. New
Hope will worship with Mt. Tabor
Missionary Baptist Church, Tampa,
Rev. T. D. Leonard, Pastor, Sunday,
Sept. 27 at 4:00 p.m.
“Do not be anxious about anything,
but in everything, by prayer and
petition, with thanksgiving, present
your requests to God. And the peace of
God, which transcends all understanding, will guard your hearts and your
minds in Christ Jesus.” – Philippians 4:
6-7.

New Pleasant Grove Baptist Church

New Pleasant Grove Baptist
C hur ch, 1210 Uni on St . S., St .
Petersburg, Fl 33712.
The
New
Pleasant
Grove
Deaconess Ministry invite all the

deaconess and mission sister to us for
our evening in Red and White, Sunday
at 4pm. The Rev. Robert Peak and the
Mt. Calvary MB Church will render
service.

We invite the community to come
and enjoy Jesus with us at our Sunday
School 9:30; Mid-Morning Worship
Experience 11 and at our Wonderful
Wednesday 7 p.m.

St. Mark Missionary Baptist Church

The St. Mark Missionary Baptist
Church, under the leadership of its
dynamic, spirited, man of God, the
Reverend Brian K. Brown, its official
staff of Deacons and Trustees, and the
entire congregation of St. Mark,
extends to the community at large, its
wishes that there would be an overflowing of God’s blessings upon their
lives. St. Mark is grounded in a Christcentered doctrine that has as its central
theme, a belief that we are a haven of
hope, help, and healing for a world
hungering for and thirsting after the
enlightened word of God. At St. Mark,
we are Christians willing to work and
partner in unity, praising God for His
awesome gift, His son Jesus Christ.
September Events
Sept. 27 - Mission Mobilization
Day for women of St. Mark. Inviting
all women to join a mission ministry.
Sept. 30 - South Florida
Progressive
Baptist
Association
Revival in Tampa.

COMING IN OCTOBER …
Oct . 6- 10 - Sout h Fl or i da
Progressive Baptist Association hosted
by Mt. Pleasant M.B. Church in Tampa.
St. Mark Offers …
Sunday School is held for both
children and adults of all ages. Sunday
School starts each Sunday morning at
9:30. All are invited to come out and
join us.
Baptist Training Union is each
Sunday at 5:00 p.m. Members and the
general public are invited to come out
and study the Bible with us and learn
“What Baptist Believe”.
Children and Youth Ministry
Meetings are held every Monday at
6:00 p.m. Children in the community
are welcomed to join us.
Sunday School Teachers’ Meeting
is held every Tuesday at 7:00 p.m.
Senior Hour of Power Bible Study
is held every Thursday at 9:30 a.m.
Prayer Meeting and Bible Study
every Thursday evening at 7:00.

St. Mark After School Tutoring
Ministry: Open to all elementary
school age children ever Tuesday,
Wednesday, and Thursday from 4:30
p.m. to 6:00 p.m. Homework help and
reading tutors available. Will resume
after the start of school.
DESTINATION GRADUATION:
Wednesdays - 6-7:30 p.m. all Ages:
Reading Specialist; Free computer
class for children and youth. In
addition, there is tutorial assistance for
Math (Algebra and Geometry) and
Senior Focus for all High School
Seniors (FCAT, ACT/SAT); assistance
with college applications, essay and
financial aid/scholarships.
St. Mark Technology Lab: the St.
Mark Computer Lab will be open and
available for classes for elementary
students Monday (6-8 p.m.), Tuesday
and Thursday (5-6 p.m.) and
Wednesday (5-6 p.m. and 6:30-7:30
p.m.)

United for Christ Freewill Baptist Church

United for Christ Freewill Baptist
Church and the Greater Upper
Room(COGIC), will sponsor Men of
Redemption Program “Good Men in

God’s Eyes” Sunday, Sept. 27, at 4 p.m.,
at United for Christ Freewill Baptist
Church, 5315 28th Ave. S., Gulfport, FL
33707. Please come out and worship

Church News due by 4:00 p.m. on Monday of each week.

with us, and be blessed.
For more information please call
727-744-3589, Pastor, Minister Tyrone
Ford.
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